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Ken: 
Well, it might be a warm day in summer, but hell has frozen over, or unfrozen or something like that, because it looks like we might have a deal in Springfield. And we have no deal on the Lucas Museum and there’s a few other things going on. What… Didn’t it used to be that the summer was the doldrums when things kind of slowed down in the news world? Well, it ain’t like that anymore. 


Natasha Korecki, the great Natasha Korecki is joining us today to tell us everything we need to know about Illinois and Chicago and Springfield and all that. Right?

Natasha K:
You got it.

Ken:
You got it. Natasha, in case you are not aware of this, is I would have to say probably one of the leading sources of news tipping in Chicago, because you now, of course you’re the editor, I guess, of Illinois Playbook. You are Illinois Playbook for Politico. And it’s just this kind of like amazing go-to thing. It drops in your mailbox every morning and it lets you know what’s going on and what went on yesterday. It’s a wonderful service and I’m very happy for you.

Natasha K:
Well thank you for the kind words. 

Ken:
So, we have an interesting dilemma to face here, which is that we’re recording this program on Thursday morning, and as we are sitting here speaking at the State House they may be voting on this massive compromise thing, right?
Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
So you, as we often say, you, by the time you see this know more than we do about whether or not it passed. You know it could all apart; this is Illinois, but you don’t think it’s gonna, right?

Natasha K:
No. And we can talk a little bit about what finally made these key players come to the table.

Ken:
Yeah.

Natasha K:
And actually as they were saying yesterday in this week that they were making offers and counteroffers. Even though they said it happened in the past not to this extent. We saw Mike Madigan, John Cullerton inside of Bruce Rauner’s office in the State House for longer than 20 minutes, and they actually walked out and weren’t ripping each other. And you didn’t have Rauner come out and call Madigan and Cullerton corrupt, so this is progress in Illinois, right.

Ken:
Did he talk about bailout of the CPS?

Natasha K:
Well, no, he didn’t make any comments. He didn’t come out before the meeting. I think everyone was just watching that as okay, something might actually be happening here. 

Ken:
There’s something going on here.

Natasha K:
Yes. And you can talk about a lot of things of what led up to it, and I think there is a ton of factors. But you know one of the things I do think helped was the editorial pages across the State coming together.

Ken:
I was going to mention that. Your old newspaper, Sun Times, did a front page editorial and there were dozens of papers or more.

Natasha K:
Right. The Daily Herald downstate. The State Journal Register was kind of heading up that effort and “enough” was their theme. And you know, did the words in those editorials specifically affect them? No, but they knew that this was coming. It just was sort of this concentration of public pressure. The other factor I think is you had the Daily Herald…editorial boards like the Daily Herald and Crain’s, who are turning against Rauner.

Ken:
Absolutely.

Natasha K:
And this was the first time that we’ve really…that he’s had this much, these many editorial boards saying you know what, we’re looking at all the numbers and 18 months since you’ve been in, things are not getting better. So that’s one element. Of course they’re not letting Madigan off the hook by any means, but they’re saying it’s not just one or the other; you are both part of the problem.

00:04:07
Ken:
It’s interesting that over the last couple of years we’ve all sort of clucked about how editorials don’t really mean what they used to. So what if you get an editorial endorsement or condemnation, you know it’s only a few people who care. But I think to me one of the real game changers was when you see Crain’s Chicago Business writing an editorial that just rips the governor and just says since you’ve been Governor this has gone wrong, this has gone wrong, this has gone wrong and we regret that we endorsed you. I mean that’s a pretty heavy duty thing. 

Natasha K:
And then the Governor’s reaction to that I think ended up making the story a bigger story, which he called them collectivists, you know, and he’s like, “Well,” kind of being dismissive. And the next day boom, the Daily Herald which is known to be conservative ends up saying the same thing, so then you’re really in this… You just can’t rip everyone. The Sun Times the same thing. The Tribune has stood by the Governor, but they have softened a little bit I would say, so you know that may have helped bring him to the table. 

And then what brought Madigan to the table? Well, you have a Governor who is saying let’s do stuff. I’ll fund schools for a year. If he budges on CPS, which in the talks he was budging on CPS and this is a Governor who of course the crumbling prisons remarks, the let’s file for bankruptcy, their mismanagement and so forth is now…

Ken:
And it’s a bailout. 

Natasha K:
and it’s a bailout, of course, above all it’s a bailout. Well guess what? He’s agreeing to giving them some more money. But, you know, everyone is hurting a little. Rahm is going to hurt a lot with this authorization for the City Council to increase property taxes. 

00:06:04
Ken:
It’s almost like an outbreak of kind of democracy or something. We’ve just completely forgotten that legislators exist so that they can find compromises on things and that good legislation often means that pretty much everybody had to give something up. I mean that’s kind of necessary sometimes. And we’ve just completely forgotten how to do that, so to watch it suddenly happen in Springfield in the space of 24 hours is pretty stunning. Whether or not they end up passing this bill it’s still pretty amazing that they got to the point they did.

Natasha K:
It is, and I think unexpected, it seemed like some people in the Governor’s office and the administration were surprised by this. 

Ken: 
Yeah.

Natasha K:
They were not expecting the progress to happen.

Ken:
Now this gets sort of partisan I suppose, but is it fair to say that the Governor gave in more than anybody else? Because he was the one who I would say was most entrenched. He was the one who was saying, “I am not giving a dime to Chicago Public Schools more than they’re getting now because they just waste money. They are corrupt. They are blah blah blah blah blah, and I am not doing anything unless you pass my legislative agenda to fix Illinois.” And if I understand it correctly he pretty much gave up on pretty much all of that yesterday didn’t he?

Natasha K:
There are zero turnaround agenda items in this agreement. If you look at the short term you might say well wow, here Rauner was out saying, “Let’s do stop-gap budget. Let’s do a stop-gap…” So now he’s leading and he’s getting a deal done, so if you look at just the short term it looks like it’s a big win. If you zoom back and really look at the big picture, how we got here, that he wasn’t going to let anything happen until there were reforms, then you kind of hold up your hands and say, “Why did we just go through all of that?” 

Ken:
Right. Because this could have been done 18 months ago.

Natasha K:
Well yeah.

Ken:
It would have been easy to have done this 18 months ago.

Natasha K:
Right. Now of course, you know, his side is saying, “We’re delaying it. We’re going to put it off until January after the elections and we’re going to make some of the tough calls.” And the problem is that you know, one of the phrases he liked to use a lot during the campaign was, “They are kicking the can down the road.” Well that’s what they’re doing right now, right, so in January they are going to have a bigger problem. 

Ken:
It’s just the can is bigger and fatter and heavier than it was.

Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
It’s harder to kick. 

Natasha K:
Right. Because despite the agreement all of those court…consent decrees and the court order, all of that is still in effect. 

Ken:
Right, right.

Natasha K:
So they’ve done nothing to reform Medic… Some of their expenditures are still, so much more money is going out than is coming in still.

Ken:
Right. That hasn’t changed.

Natasha K:
So when January comes they are going to have to talk revenue and that’s something we have not heard yet, besides the City.

00:08:55
Ken:
But I’m wondering if, I mean obviously this is all about politics, and the consensus has been pretty well that the reason they are kicking this toxic oil drum can down the road the way they are is because they’re just saying, “Well screw this. We’re just going to wait until the elections and see what happens.” And is it possible that the Rauner people looked at it and they’ve been looking at poll numbers and they’ve been seeing the top of their ticket headed by Trump and they really didn’t do all that well when they tried to disrupt things in the last election, so maybe they don’t have as much of a chance of getting a Republican, or at least cutting back on the Democratic majority, so maybe it’s just time to…
Natasha K:
How do you pick up seats when what you’re looking at is Trump on the top of the ticket in a very blue state in a presidential year, there’s higher democratic turnout, how do you…?

Ken:
And Hillary Clinton is popular in Illinois one presumes.

Natasha K:
Yes. I mean she had a harder time in the primary than was expected, but yes. And you can argue that downstate is Trump territory and so forth, but other things, you’re looking at all these contested races. So the Governor is trying to not… He’s trying to win seats and now he’s looking at well, there’s money that’s not going to prisons in some of these districts that are contested. These Republicans are going to lose their seats. 

Ken:
Right.

Natasha K:
Schools might not open. Who is going to wear the jacket for that? As much as he wants to bombard with ads and has unlimited amount of money, it would be really difficult to say, “Well I’m the Governor, how did I not stop this?” 

Ken:
Right, right.

Natasha K:
So now he walks away, “Well I made a deal with this Union boss guy.” 

Ken:
Yeah.

Natasha K:
“I made the deal. I made something happen.” I think he had so much more to lose had he not done it.

00:10:53
Ken:
I think it’s such an important point that you raise, that it’s not just a matter of attempting to increase the number of Republicans in the House and in the Senate by throwing money at races and primarying people and all that. At this point what he might be more concerned about is playing defense to just hold on to what he’s already got, because as you say there are vulnerable Republicans in Illinois. 

Natasha K:
Right. You have these state workers losing their jobs, state facilities that are…or different entities that are reliant on state funding for whatever their business is. They haven’t gotten paid in a year, so now he can pay all those people. They are made whole or at least partially back up to speed and there’s a little less anxiety there. 

00:11:46
Ken:
That’s a good point. And one of the things I’ve been dying to ask you is give me your assessment of the game plan, the Playbook if you will that Rahm Emanuel and Forrest Claypool have been running with this idea of getting all of these smaller town superintendents on their side. That seemed to me to be a really clever move. I gave them both a lot of credit for that.

Natasha K:
Right. It was an interesting move. And I will say that in the Playbook a couple of weeks ago I had one of the first letters that I had published in there from these superintendents that had gotten together. That was like people were going crazy clicking on that. I was kind of surprised at how much interest there was in that. Their strategy then and even this week was - look at who else benefits. It’s not just the City of Chicago. It’s Peoria and Waukegan and all over the State, and in this Senate Education Bill they did something similar where there was analysis looking at far south Illinois and those districts that are really hurting they are going to get money. So you’re bringing more people in that way, and of course Rauner tried countering that with mayors who, a handful of mayors who were…the opposite let’s not… Well not quite the opposite, but their point was let’s get a deal done. Let’s get a deal done. We can’t survive. And yes, I think both sides their strategies were let’s pull more people in to say how this benefits, not just the City.

Ken:
Because it’s just been so easy for so long, I mean I will generally use the term ‘downstaters’ to say the problem is that all the fat cats up in Chicago with that ugly corrupt school system they have that wastes all this money, and then suddenly you’re able to hold the mirror up to other cities and say, “Well you may be smaller, your numbers are smaller, but your proportions aren’t much different than ours. You’ve got a lot of special needs kids. You’ve got a lot of poorer kids.” And as the State of Illinois seems to be getting poorer and poorer and fewer people have decent jobs we’re seeing more and more poverty in schools that we haven’t seen it before.

Natasha K:
Well, in one of the analyses I saw this week for the per-pupil spending, of course there’s many more students in the CPS system, but the per-pupil spending was, the proposed increase was like $800 per pupil, whereas some of the other districts including in Cairo and Far South were you know, $1,100, $1,200 per pupil increase. So they were poised to benefit much more. How do you say no to that?

Ken:
Right. And what’s wrong with that? I mean we are, I don’t know, correct me, aren’t we either #49 or #50 in State support to education in the United States? I mean we are just a derelict State, so anything we can do you know to help increase the funding to education anyway has got to be a good thing.
Natasha K:
Right. And that is something that everyone seems to agree on in general. I mean, right, you had Republicans and the Governor and Democrats were all saying more money for education.

00:15:13
Ken:
So just to sort of recap this for people who don’t know exactly what the deal was, that may by the time you see this already be law, or got scuttled at the last minute because somebody’s feelings got hurt or whatever it was. But basically the schools will open, right, that’s the headline of the deal. All the schools will open all across Illinois and they are funded for the year instead of for six months?
Natasha K:
For the year.

Ken:
But everybody else gets six months?

Natasha K:
Right. 

Ken:
Okay. Which means whatever that is, sometime around January or something we have to start this all over again for another six months.

Natasha K:
Right. Exactly. And then we’re going to be talking about the 2018 fiscal year, right?

Ken:
Right, right. So vendors will get paid, some of them?

Natasha K:
Yes.   


And you know, the other component that I should bring up is the social services that we’re not getting paid by the State, we’re not getting reimbursement, and of course Diana Rauner in her role as Ounce of Prevention, signed on to one of these lawsuits against her husband. And every week that comes up two or three times in the news, and you’ve got to bet that’s hurting the Governor and embarrassing him. That comes off the table too. He doesn’t have to worry about that at least for a little while.

00:17:12
Ken:
That goes away for a while, yeah. So as far as CPS is concerned, I mean it’s not like CPS just hit the lotto or something. It’s helpful but that’s about all you can say, right? What does CPS get out of this? 

Natasha K:
Well they get some help. They went from the Governor saying, “File for bankruptcy. You’re corrupt too.” They are getting an infusion of I believe of about $100-million right away, and they are also…residents are going to get hit with another property tax. This gives authorization for another property tax increase. That increase will go to teacher pensions. It’s something that Rahm Emanuel has said was needed for a long time, so they are opening the door. I mean and that’s the other irony here, is the Governor who if you remember…

Ken:
No new property taxes.

Natasha K:
No new property taxes and he had Robo Calls that he was hammering the City with when he was running for Governor is now authorizing property taxes.

Ken:
But I guess he can hide a little bit behind the curtain and say, “Well all I did is just say the City is free to do it if they want to.” 

Natasha K:
Right. Well, and he can also say, “Okay, if they’re going to do it they can take care of it. Let them take that hit. We will give them some more money.” I mean it is a compromise. 
Ken:
I guess the way I look at this is that as a tax-paying resident of the City of Chicago who supports the school system and wants to see the school system thrive, I was either going to pay it in State taxes or I’m going to pay it in local taxes, right? I mean one way or the other. If they want to do this political game so they blame each other for who raised your taxes, the fact of the matter is we all kind of understand that education in Illinois is grossly underfunded and this will help a little bit. 
00:19:00
But now there’s this other thing though about, which seems to me is just unvarnished good news, that starting next year there’s going to be that $250-million coming in to CPS for pensions. No, I’ve got this wrong, right? That’s the property tax increase.

Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
I’m sorry. Yeah, I just realized what I’m saying. I was just thinking back a paragraph from what we were talking about before, that this is one of those things that I believe during the vaunted Daley years that there once was a dedicated property tax in Chicago for the pensions, right?

Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
And then that was basically just eliminated.

Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
Vacuumed up I think would be a better word. 

Natasha K:
Which we are finding out a lot of like in the Daley years a lot of things were… They kicked the can and now we’re paying for it. Everybody is paying for it, so right. That used to exist. It no longer… Now it exists again, in essence it will.

Ken:
In the old days when the teacher pension fund was 100% funded.

Natasha K:
Right.  

00:20:00

Ken:
103% or something at some point, yeah. All right, well anyway, so that’s where we’re at with that. Mayor Emanuel I thought was a great quote, yesterday he said, “Tomorrow morning Chicago taxpayers are going to pay nearly $700-million in their teachers’ pensions, more than all the other 922 school districts, because not a penny is coming from the State. And when the State makes their payment to the Chicago Teachers Pensions for suburban and downstate Chicago taxpayers will also pay just shy of $800-million for those. That’s the bell he’s been ringing the whole time about how Chicagoans pay twice.


But the fact of the matter is that that’s really almost more of a rhetorical talking point at this point, because if they can come up with a more comprehensive plan for this it all kind of gets washed out in the end because all the money is in one big bucket. 

Natasha K:
Well it does, but he has to keep… If the Governor is continuing to say, “We’re bailing you out, we’re bailing you out,” then he has to kind of argue, “Well no you’re not.” I mean yeah, in a way, but look, we’re getting double-taxes over there. So this is not a bailout, this is equity. And then there’s all these other arguments with other money that the City gets and so forth, or Chicago gets and so forth. 

Ken:
And that argument has been going on for decades and it won’t get resolved here, but this does seem to me anyway to be like a very good first step. Let’s hope that it… Let’s check. No, I don’t see anything. It hasn’t passed yet. 

00:21:38
I want to switch topics just briefly while we can and talk about the Mayor and George Lucas, which I am obsessing on. I think it’s really interesting. Not that I really cared one way or the other about whether we got the Lucas Museum, but what I really am interested in is the politics and the change in Chicago politics. I used to say and said many times on this show that in the Daley years metropolitan planning or urban planning consisted of three or four people coming into the Mayor’s office setting up easels and saying, “We will chop all this down and put this here,” and the Mayor points to that one and says, “That one,” and then it happens. They can bring the bulldozers out right after the meeting.

Natasha K:
Just make sure you hire this guy for it.

Ken:
[Laughs] That’s right, as long as you’ve got the right consultants it’s going to be fine. Mayor Emanuel I think, I still believe Mayor Emanuel came into office thinking that that was just the way it was done and it wasn’t. That was the way it was done under Daley, and now he still believed it with George Lucas. He figured he could have dinner with George Lucas, they would say what they’re going to do and he would say, “Okay, that’s good. I like that. We’re going to do that and I’ll just get it through the City Council.” And all of a sudden he’s got people in City Council who are not so hot about it and he’s got Friends of the Parks bringing a lawsuit that was able to stand up in federal court.

Natasha K:
And that’s a key point there, is that there was a constitutional problem with this and a federal judge cited against the City. So whether it was the Friends of the Parks or someone else, I mean there is that component. But you’re right, the politics of this is fascinating, because here is a time when the very wealthy, the very connected, we said no to them. The City said, No, you can’t do this. You can’t do it here. Sorry.”

Ken:
What’s going on here? Do you realize how much money I have? 

Natasha K:
Right.

Ken:
And you told me you were going to get this through. 

Natasha K:
Right. And you know, I think there is a lot of, in that story that Fran Spielman had the other day with the head of Friends of the Parks, I thought she made some really good points, that like hey, they just like came in here and thought we’re going to put it here. You’re going to do what we say and we’re the Friends of the Parks.

Ken:
Juanita Irizarry, she said “The Mayor was always going to give Mr. Lucas his way. There were never any negotiations in good faith with Friends of the Parks other than what Mr. Lucas wanted.” And then she said “The Mayor created a false expectation when he promised Lucas and City residents a museum on a site that was not legal.”
Natasha K:
Right. He could have put that anywhere, right, and helped the… Then they tried playing the card of oh this is for the black and brown residents of the City. Then put it in an area that reflects that.

Ken:
I’ve got a few places I could suggest for you, yeah.

Natasha K:
Not to mention I think there was some animosity with the Lucases that what did they do to promote, to actually say, “his is what’s going to happen for the City. This is why it’s good.” There was none of that. 

Ken:
Blair Kamin wrote a beautiful piece about that.

Natasha K:
Right, exactly.

Ken:
About you had an obligation to come to meet with us in our parlor like a suitor to come and meet with the parents and say, “Hi, here’s what we’re proposing to do.” And they never did any of that. They just figured they had a meeting with Rahm and that was it. And you know, it’s funny, this sounds like I’m just bashing and bashing and bashing on the Mayor, I’m really not. I think that in a way this has been a good exercise for everybody and I think that we’re all learning from this.   

Natasha K:
Well, and you know, you can also just blame the Lucas…I mean he put it on the Mayor to sell this thing and that wasn’t his job.

Ken:
Right. It’s not. That’s exactly right. And I’m sorry if this makes me sound more like Juanita Irizarry than most Chicagoans want to sound like, but it really is a Dominoes game. As soon as that happens then the next thing is going to be further up the lakefront. You know it’s like every time they’ve tried to put these things on the lakefront, every time it’s been knocked down except for McCormick Place, and that’s one of the good things about McCormick Place. It taught everybody a lesson; let’s not do that again. And you know it’s so crazy to me that it could have been just across the street in the McCormick Place yards, the staging yards. It wouldn’t have been that far away.

Natasha K:
Right. And remember that Lucas was in kind of a similar situation in California. They said no to him initially too, then he comes here and we say no. Now he’s back there, so. 

00:26:29
Ken:
 Yeah. Let’s change topics. There’s been some very interesting conversation going on about the Chicago Police with Dean Angelo. Dean Angelo made his statement at the City Club the other day, and he basically said, I think it can be boiled down to - the Chicago Police Department feels like no one has their backs. And he went on to say that he thinks that the murder rate is going to go up, and that he can’t waituntil all the police officers have bodycams on them because then you’re going to see the kind of distress that they are put into in certain neighborhoods in the City. What was your take on that?
Natasha K:
Well, I can make a very cynical comment initially, which is I hope the bodycams have the audio that they’re supposed to have [laughs] and the mics aren’t thrown on the top of a…

Ken:
[Laughs] Up on the roof.

Natasha K:
Yeah. But, not to discount what Dean Angelo is saying, I mean look, these guys are out there. This is a bloody, violent City and they are seeing the worst of it and I feel for them. I mean here they are, like a lot of these guys are trying their darndest to do their jobs, and you have some of these punks out there who are thumbing their noses at them, who are like, “You’re not going to do anything to me anyway,” and just mouth off at them. 


I talked to Dean Angelo a couple of weeks ago for a piece I did and he was talking about how, that some of his officers are just like they see this big group on the corner, maybe they would have gone and like broken it up before something happens, but now they’re just kind of like yelling out the window, because they fear that just something is going to go wrong, something is going to be taken out of context and so forth. You know, of course then there’s the ACLU and there’s other forces saying, “Well, can’t you do your job without beating the snot out of someone illegally, or can’t you do your job…” And there’s that disconnect, and I think there are a lot of very good police officers who maybe do just fear being wrongly accused of something and so forth.
Ken:
Sure.

Natasha K:
And on the other hand, I do think that there’s a certain sentiment of, “Oh yeah, well kill each other then. If you’re not going to support us let them kill each other.” So, it just feels like in the Police Department there needs to be, and I’m hoping that it’s getting to this point, somebody who is kind of moving this farther and farther away from all that acrimony that was in January and February especially, and just kind of getting back to the…like, “Here’s our jobs. Let’s get back with the community.” And it does seem like there’s some changes including this new overtime change that was approved that is allowing officers to stay more with the beats and the districts that they’re used to and working on community relations.

Ken:
Yeah.

Natasha K:
So you know, obviously community relations is a huge part of it.

00:29:36
Ken:
It’s almost everything. Yeah. I’m wondering if you’ve had any read on Eddie Johnson and what you think is… It’s just the most impossible position to come into under any circumstances, but he does seem to be cutting a kind of a, I don’t know, kind of a nice figure as a police superintendent somehow, and so far he hasn’t run into like major controversies. I don’t know.

Natasha K:
I know, and it’s been how long?

Ken:
It’s been a couple of weeks. I know, right, right.

Natasha K:
So, you know, I think that he… No, he has an impossible situation of course, and I think a couple of things, like one, he does seem to be just more frank and talking… He doesn’t seem as protective; he just seems to be kind of telling it like it is, on the one hand, and the other hand you know we had that where he said, “I’ve never witnessed any misconduct.” So that automatically makes you think well what? On the other hand…

Ken: 
On the third hand.

Natasha K:
On the third hand, I’m running out of hands, but that’s going to help people get behind him, right. He’s signaling I will support you.

Ken:
When he said that my first reaction was oh this guy, poor guy, he’s talking before he’s had his media training and doesn’t realize that you have to think about every word you say, because even though you might not mean it that way it can come out that way. You’ve got to give people a shot at it before you take them down that way. But I was just really curious about the Dean Angelo thing because it must be, as you said, it must just be living hell to be a police officer in this town if you’re assigned into one of the really hot spots.

Natasha K:
A 4-year-old shot in the face, pregnant woman shot. You’re seeing horror upon horror. It’s like being in a war zone. All those things that sound like clichés, but it’s so true and real here.

00:31:48


Ken:
I saw something the other night that was really interesting and I still don’t know how to put this into any kind of context, but it really gave me an insight into what it’s like to be a police officer in Chicago, because I was just going on one of my evening walks along the lakefront, and I’m walking past North Avenue Beach. And there was obviously some kind of disturbance that had happened or was going on. And there were about I would say 50, 60, maybe as many as 100, as far as I could tell all young boys, and they were kind of all lined up and there was a bunch of cops. There must have been 30 or 40 cops kind of standing along the railings of the boathouse there, and they were just kind of staring each other down. As I said, I can’t put this into context. It was one of those - it’s just a moment that happens in the City of Chicago and you kind of walk through it and you think what is going on here? Because there had been that brawl at the beach a day or two before, and so obviously they are on very heightened alert. But how do you keep control of a situation like that in such a public place where the last thing you want is to have public brawls going on? It really hurts the City and everything else.


And it occurred to me that they were being incredibly professional about this, that they were just kind of standing there saying ‘We’re here. Watch your back. Don’t get out of line because you will regret it if you do.’ Nothing must have happened because I didn’t hear anything in the news about it. I know it’s kind of a weird thing to sit and talk about it. everybody has got their own little weird stories like this, but it just gives you such an indication of what it must be like to be on the line all the time and have to walk that line between needing to take action and trying to keep a lid on the situation. It’s very hard.

Natasha K:
Yeah, and just trying not to let emotions get involved. I mean all the protests we’ve been up close to and we see that all the time, the protestors are going right up to their faces and yelling all kinds of things and they’re just trying to keep their cool.

Ken:
Dean Angelo said at the City Club the other day that we have an Orlando pretty much every week in Chicago.

Natasha K:
Isn’t that sad? And one of the other points I wanted to make earlier was, you know, the Lucas Museum, the Uber fight, the Airbnb fight, I mean all of that it just seems like can’t we just put everything on hold and fix this horrific problem that is killing a good segment of our population? I mean, I… That’s one of the things I just…I feel like there’s been too much, it’s been not enough of an urgent emergency, something needs to be done that’s out of the ordinary here and it’s just not happening.
00:34:59
Ken:
Well, it wasn’t what I thought it was. I just got an alert and I thought maybe we…

Natasha K:
No.

Ken:
But it’s not. All right. Well anyway, Natasha thank you very much. Thanks for sticking around. I thought wouldn’t that be interesting if we just sat here and recorded this entire show, and just as we’re finishing it the word comes in, but it didn’t. Thank you so much for being here. I know how busy you are and I really appreciate it, and I love your work and I’m a big fan.

Natasha K:
Thank you very much.

Ken:
Thanks for being here. Natasha is – How do we describe you, the editor of the Illinois Playbook? You are Illinois Playbook.

Natasha K:
Illinois Playbook writer.

Ken:
Illinois Playbook is with Politico and it’s a free service and you’ve just got to sign up for it. That’s all you do, just go and sign up and click the button to be a subscriber and you will get this thing dropped in your email box or on your browser every day. It’s cool as heck.

00:35:52
End
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