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Ken: 
Well hi there, and welcome to another edition of Chicago Newsroom right here on CAN TV. I am Ken Davis, and I’m a little tired because like many of you I’m sure have been up late at night watching the Ted Cruz Convention, and are really interested in knowing the fact that Ted Cruz has essentially announced that he is running for President, and we’ve got a whole four years of watching Ted Cruz campaign for President. Yes indeed, it’s Republican week, and if you have Republican week it is required by law in the City of Chicago that Chris Robling must be a part of the program. Chris Robling.

Chris: 
That line’s good. Let’s not repeal that, okay.
Carolyn:
It’s great. 
Ken:
Republican operative.

Chris:
Something, commentator, yeah.

Ken:
Consultant, spokesperson, commentator, all things Republican and it’s really great to have you on the show.

Chris:
Thank you. It’s good to be back.

Ken:
And making her triumph first appearance on the program.

Chris:
No way!

Ken:
Really. Honest to God, Carolyn has never been on the show before.

Chris:
Where the heck have you been?

Ken:
Carolyn Grisko.

Carolyn:
I haven’t been  lobbying. 

Ken:
That’s true. She has not, I will give her that. Carolyn Grisko also an operative in the City of Chicago, a communications professional.

Carolyn:
Yes. 

Ken:
And someone who is very active in all things, civic life and politics is a part of what you do. So we thought it would be very interesting because all three of us are public radio veterans. We all were there in those earlier days and we all have known each other for a long time. 

Chris:
But not one of us has aged.

Ken:
No, not at all. 

Carolyn:
It’s remarkable.

Chris:
It’s the public radio…you know, wave.

Ken:
So Chris -

Chris:
Yes.

Ken:
Tell us what happened last night at the Republican Convention. Wasn’t there somebody else? Oh, it’s Trump, right? Trump was supposed to…

Carolyn:
I just want to say this isn’t going to air, we’re taping this before the last night of the Convention.

Ken:
Right. That is true.

Chris:
We are.

Carolyn:
So it’s still possible that something really crazy is going to happen. Like I would not be surprised if Trump just drops trou and ends the question of the size of the hands, there’s nothing going on down there.

Ken:
Yeah, he said everything is all right down there.

Chris:
It’s more like the trained elephants are going to come out dancing on stage.

Carolyn:
I’m just saying, we have only gone through Wednesday night.

Chris:
We’ve only just begun.

Carolyn:
We still have the big night.

00:02:34
Ken:
As we often say on this program some of you are watching our program at 6:30 on Thursday night, and others of you could be watching virtually at any time. And if you’re one of those people you already know more than we do about what has happened, and we’re going to sound pretty quaint if we try to predict what’s going to happen tonight in the Thursday night edition of the Republican National Convention. What’s going to happen tonight on the Thursday night edition of the Republican Convention Chris?
Chris:
Well, tonight you’re going to see the big Magilla. You’re going to have Donald Trump accept the nomination and try to lay out his vision of where America is going to go and why the Republican Party should unify behind him and push him over the finish line before Hillary Clinton gets there. That’s theoretically what is going to happen, but the way this has been going who knows what’s going to happen? Just to get back to the first part of your question, I think that we saw Ted Cruz as a Republican right, watching this last night, you saw Ted Cruz go from successor to goat in the space of one speech. It’s like the guy who is falling from the top of the Empire State Building and at floor #29, “How’s it going?” “So far so good,” and then smack. I just think Cruz, he could have turned this all around to his benefit by saying, “You know there are Never-Trump people out there, and given what happened between Donald and myself on the campaign trail I’ve got more reason to be a never Trump person than anybody else in this hall, anybody else in this party, but because of Hillary and what she represents I’m putting all of that aside, I’m voting Trump and I want to get every person who voted for me to vote for him.” If he had said that he would be the nominee after Trump. But instead he went the other way and sort of took his ball and was booed off stage.

00:04:22
Carolyn:
Well, I think it’s a calculation. He could be the goat, or if Trump loses big then Ted Cruz looks pretty smart. 

Chris:
I think Cruz will have deniability, but I think that elephants remember a long time and disloyalty at this level I think is not going to be a calling card. It will be an obstacle for him.

Ken:
He has such a Reagan complex. He really does think of himself as being a young Reagan, and yet Reagan did the right thing when he was in that situation. He endorsed.

Chris:
In 1976.

Ken:
Yeah, yeah.

Chris:
He got behind Ford at the Convention with a terrific eloquent speech, and honestly I know Ted Cruz just a teeny, but I don’t think he thinks he’s Ronald Reagan. I do think he believes he is one of many inheritors of that legacy, and interpreters of that legacy. We heard about that last night, but I really feel Reagan made a tremendous success of the ’76 loss and Cruz didn’t do that.
00:05:27
Carolyn:
So here we are talking about Ted Cruz and not about Donald Trump.

Chris:
But I want to talk about the wife.

Carolyn:
So there are two questions. I mean there’s two ways this could have happened, right, as Trump implied in his tweet, oh he saw that speech two hours ahead and thought it was fine. Or, or, Ted Cruz lied and gave him a speech to read and then riffed on his own at the end. Either way the Convention and people running it look really bad.
Ken:
Or the third option that really nobody did look at anything.

Carolyn:
Well, yes, of course, which is – you know, I would just think that after you know Melania’s speech and the problems that that raised, which they did not fix, they made worse. Her speech was Monday night. At 2 o'clock Chicago time yesterday somebody threw the poor woman under the bus. Until then they first of all denied that there was any similarities.

Chris:
Can you believe it?

Carolyn:
No! I’m a communications consultant.

Chris:
Neither can I.

Carolyn:
I don’t believe it.

Chris:
Neither can I and I was on that…

Carolyn:
That is not how that goes.

Chris:
I want to tell you.

Carolyn:
And then they threw her under the bus. Can you imagine Michelle in that situation? Wow, you know.

Chris:
So, okay. I will say…

00:06:41
Carolyn:
So how did Ted Cruz get up there and make that speech, and what does that say about…?

Chris:
Well I’ll tell you about it, he had the second largest number of delegates pledged to him from the primary, and so he became an element and he basically exploited that position. It is my understanding that the Cruz speech was distributed two hours before. There’s an AP report on the Cruz speech from two hours before, so I believe that the Cruz speech as delivered was distributed two hours before at the highest level of the Trump operation, and it was given to a reporter for that purpose so that there would be a record. #3, It had to be loaded into the teleprompter, etc., for the logistics and all that kind of stuff. Not to say they can’t make changes, but that’s what happened. And I think you know Cruz, what we don’t know and what I’m sure we’re going to hear about momentarily from the New York Times or some Texas paper or whatever, Washington Post, obviously there was some kind of reconciliation or olive branch that did not pass between Cruz and Trump, okay. And let’s not forget that Trump said a lot of very nasty things about Cruz. There’s no question there’s a lot of personal basis for that enmity.
Carolyn:
Which is what Cruz said this morning.

Ken:
Yeah, and he’s still talking about it. Yeah.

Carolyn:
And I pledge to support the Republican nominee. That was before he trashed my wife. 

Chris:
Exactly. And I think it is fair to say that Trump chose to trash his wife and maybe one way for Trump to learn new behaviors is to experience the consequences of his actions, you know. But in any case he’s better than Hillary.
Carolyn:
Well, oh please. Really. Really. 

Chris:
Yeah, he really is.

Carolyn:
I mean he can’t even run a Convention. He can’t hire professionals to run a Convention. Monday, Tuesday dominated by Melania’s plagiarism.

Chris:
Well not Monday, Tuesday. Monday everybody was excited about seeing Melania.

Carolyn:
Well but the tweets began immediately after her speech.

Chris:
I understand. 

Carolyn:
So, by Monday night that thing was going south.

00:08:36
Ken:
I want to offer…

Carolyn:
This guy is trying to convince us he can run the country because he can run his businesses. He can’t run a Convention.

Ken:
But I want to offer a really contrarian view on this.

Chris:
Okay.

Ken:
Which you intend to do.

Chris:
I thought the same thing. 

Ken:
What if the Republican Convention was actually an incredible success? What if Trump saw the speech and said, “You know screw this. I’m going to let him go on because he’s going to make a fool of himself and he will come out the goat, and it’s better actually than having me stand here with this guy like kissing me who is just like everybody knows its fake. So I’m going to be better off if I just let him go make a fool of himself.” And, as far as the rest of the week is concerned what America wants is spectacle and he gave America something to watch. He gave America a compelling TV show, which no Convention has been in my adult lifetime.

Chris:
You want to go first?

Ken: 
He knows how to do TV.

Carolyn:
If that’s what you’re going to do then you would carry it all the way through. You wouldn’t send Mike Pence out there talking about how the entire Republican Party is united behind Donald Trump. [Laughs] I’m sure Ted Cruz just refused to endorse him…

Ken: 
I know it’s a difficult sell this position of mine, but.

00:09:56
Chris:
Well I think that your question gets to another defining element of this whole situation which is the vast improbability of Donald Trump you know 13½ months ago being understood at that time as the guy who actually would receive the nomination. So let us start by saying…

Ken:
I think we could say all three of us would have predicted that he would not get the nomination.

Chris:
That’s right, to invoke Firesign Theater, everything we knew was wrong, okay.

Ken:
Yeah. [Laughs]

Chris:
And so here we are and we’re not all bozos on this program, but we do have a Convention that is coming at the tail end of a most improbable and most historic, and I think very significant political story about this guy coming from TV shows and real estate development into where he is. Okay, #2, I do think that the Convention has been rough around the edges. I don’t think that Paul Manafort has done a good job and I think Paul Manafort made the whole Melania issue worse, because any sort of crisis communications person would have said, “Find out what actually happened. Own up to it. Say it will never happen again and send Michelle some flowers, chocolates and wine or something, whatever it is that she likes.” 

Ken:
This is why I was so excited to have both of you on the show today, because I know both of you despite your differences politically, you’re both people who have been in these positions, and I…

Chris:
I’ve never been anywhere with an underwear model. I just want to say that.

Ken:
I know, I know, but I mean actually all three of us because I worked for the City in a similar capacity too.

Chris:
That’s right.

Ken:
So all of us watch these things with this eye about – like, what?

00:11:30
Chris:
Your question about the Cruz text, I believe that Trump was accepting of that and I think that once he read it he said, “Okay, I will steal thunder from him by entering the…”

Ken:
Right, and that was brilliant.

Chris:
And that was brilliant and the New York delegation was brilliant, and I think that you know…

Ken:
And apparently they had people out there whipping up the boos also, right?

Chris:
And I think you know, it’s goofy, it sure isn’t buttoned down. It’s not buttoned down and boring which Tampa was and that produced Romney, but here is my problem… 

Ken:
And which the Democratic Convention is going to be.

Chris:
Let me tell you something, I was on WGN Radio last night. Justin Kaufman had on Congressman Hultgren, a Republican congressman from a very Republican district here in Northern Illinois. And Randy Hultgren I asked are we getting…? 

Carolyn:
Was he there?

Chris:
No, he had actually come back from the Convention, he was back in his district, and we asked him, I asked him as Republicans Randy are we getting what we need from this Convention? 

Ken: 
Hmm.

Chris:
Answer, “I’m not sure.” 

Carolyn:
I’m not sure either. And I’m not sure, you know, I really don’t… I will tell you I can’t explain Trump, I just can’t.

Ken:
As a communications professional.

Carolyn:
I can’t. I mean…

Chris:
You mean his political rise? 
Carolyn:
Yes. Well, I kind of see how it all unfolded.

Ken:
Would you like me to explain it to you? Because I can.

Carolyn:
In a minute, in a minute. But I do think that he allows people to project onto him what they think he’s going to do, because he’s so vague.

Chris:
Right.

Ken:
Hmm, right. Absolutely.

Carolyn:
And he clearly, you know from his days back in the birther movement he clearly has roused up a segment of the Republican Party who has not been maybe voting, certainly don’t consider themselves you know, part of the Party apparatus, part of the structure.

Chris:
Outside of the mainstream.

Carolyn:
Right, and in that way you understand the Bernie phenomenon as well. I don’t know why people are surprised that there’s so much anger out there. Life is hard for middle class folks. They are still struggling out of the housing crisis, and global trade is a real thing and it’s happening and I thought Republicans were for it. Apparently Trump is not, but there are winners and losers. 

00:13:57
Chris:
I thought we supported NATO.

Carolyn:
I thought we supported NATO as well. This morning I learned maybe not so much.

Chris:
We’re going to make them pay. We’re going to make Lithuania build a fence between it and Russia.

Ken:
And pay for it.

Chris:
Yeah, and they have to pay for it. If they don’t build that fence.

Carolyn:
But putting aside the blunders, if you’re a Republican who thinks I really don’t want to vote for Hillary, but this guy, well I’m going to tune in and watch, and they are not a hater.

Chris:
Right, right. What are they seeing?

Carolyn:
What are they seeing?

Chris:
Right.

Carolyn:
I mean that crowd, when they shout… It’s one thing shout USA, but when they do it after the signs about lock her up and Hillary for prison. When they shout USA it has a real Nazi feel to it, it really does.

Ken:
And applaud the fact that the police officer got off.

Carolyn:
Right.

Ken:
And just all those kinds of real hot buttons.

Carolyn:
Right. I mean some of the things that they applaud and don’t applaud. You notice Cruz, Cruz had a good speech going there, right.

Chris:
He had a terrific speech.

Carolyn:
He had a really good speech and he wasn’t getting a lot of applause before it became clear where he was going or not going with his speech. Because he was talking about you know gay rights and about how we’re inclusive. They weren’t liking that, so…

Chris:
I wasn’t there, but I think that…

Carolyn:
What is the impact on the Party? Are you getting what you need out of this Convention?

Chris:
I haven’t heard it yet and we are now down to 25% of the Convention, i.e., Thursday night, so we’re through 75% of the Convention, and I don’t think that it has been thematically as disciplined or structured, right. Seriously.

Ken:
Let me write that down. I don’t think it’s been thematically…

Carolyn:
Oh you mean like when they say make the country work again, make the country safe again, like they would say things that related to that. 

[Laughs]

Chris:
That actually was going on TV to the folks at home. 

Ken:
[Laughs]

Carolyn:
Again, from a communications standpoint.

Chris:
So make the country safe again.

Ken:
The good news is that the signs that said make… Those signs all crapped out last night anyway so you couldn’t read them.

Chris:
So we have to see what is Trump going to say tonight. But you know what, we all have to have much humility. We need a lot of humility because…

Carolyn:
He’s humble. He’s humble.

Chris:
Not him. He doesn’t need any humility. 
Carolyn:
A lot more humble than you think.

Chris:
Yeah, I know, I know. You can’t even imagine how humble I am. [Laughs] 

Carolyn:
I’m more humble than you would ever have any way to know.

Ken:
I’m more humble than anybody. There is nobody as humble as me.

Chris:
But the rest of us have to have humility because all of us thought he was going nowhere and look where he is. So, he’s got some kind of tap into something.

Carolyn:
Well I think we know what it is. I mean it’s not a mystery Chris. When you lift your images off of dark websites.

Chris:
Oh, I think that’s overdoing it and I don’t think that that’s… I think what’s happening here, and I appreciate your mention of Bernie, because I think there is Brexit, Democrat, Republican in so many areas. There is profound dissatisfaction with how things are working, how things are going. Are things spinning out of control? Are we not being heard? So you have Bernie and all of the life that is breathed into his movement. You have Trump and the life in his. You’ve got the Brexit thing, we’re not being understood, we’re not being heard. Our issues are not of concern to the folks who are supposed to represent us. I think this is really a feature… Because it is demonstrably across cultures and across countries and in different nations and things, I think it reflects a consequence of the extremely complicated society in which we now, the globally economy in which we now live that requires both an demonstrative state for regulation, which is by definition not legislative but administrative, and I would say reconciliation with this global economy, which other things being equal is pushing incomes down because it is accessing labor that is ever more inexpensive.

Ken:
Plentiful.

Chris:
…as it goes around the globe. So you’ve got a big squeeze going on on two sides.

00:18:09
Carolyn:
Yeah, and then from the labor we’re going to go more and more robotic and the people driver Uber and Lyft cars will be not driving anything, because they will be driving themselves. But the other piece of it is, and I know this sounds a little, well bad, but when you couple that with disinvestment and education, I mean people don’t understand anything. When people who are coming out to vote for Trump, you know, I mean the narrative that they play out is phenomenal. In fact, going into Laura Ingraham’s speech last night…

Chris:
Most of which I heard and I thought she was doing really well.

Carolyn:
Okay. Going into it was…

Chris:
Oh, before? 

Carolyn:
Yeah.

Chris:
Sorry.

Carolyn:
If you were listening on BEZ you went into from Marketplace.

Chris:
Oh, okay.

Carolyn:
And there was a piece about how something like average Americans spend like $600 a year having other people mow their lawns and the impact of Trump talking about cracking down on illegal immigration. It means that the people who grow blueberries and apples are not finding enough people to do those jobs, and specifically because Americans don’t want to do it. 

Chris:
Right.

Carolyn:
And then you get right into Laura talking about you know, how every job…

Chris:
Has dignity.

Carolyn:
Every job had dignity, but Americans don’t want that kind of dignity.

Chris:
I understand, but I think to the extent I heard Laura’s thing, and I literally went into the underground Wacker Drive, so that’s why I missed out at the end, but I think that Laura was making a very important point that links up with actually the Trump child. As long as we’re dumping on the Convention let’s also say these Trump children seem to be doing very well in the ratings and they’re getting out there and they are presenting a side of Trump that I certainly didn’t know anything about.

00:20:05
Carolyn:
Do you agree with that?

Ken:
I kinda do. I don’t…I’m reluctant to say that.

Carolyn:
Junior did great.

Chris:
Well, in any case, the one who spoke last night…

Carolyn:
Eric.

Chris:
Eric, right. So Eric talks about if you’re out of work and you don’t know how you’re going to make your rent or mortgage payment, if you’ve lost your job to an illegal alien, if you’re looking for…

Carolyn:
Illegal alien?

Chris:
He didn’t say that.

Ken:
That’s Chris’s word.

Chris:
That’s my terminology.

Carolyn:
I’m sorry. I’m so politically correct.

Chris:
I know. 

Ken:
It’s all you politically correct people.

Chris:
But in any case, I think that the Laura piece and Eric’s piece marry-up to actually create some idea of the target beyond the Republican base, and certainly not in the Democratic base. What are we looking at? Who are we trying to motivate? This is the part of the thematics specificity that the Convention has been lacking.
00:21:03
Ken:
You raised a very interesting corollary point, and Carolyn too, this issue of the rise of austerity around the world, just as there is a violent revolution against globalization, there’s a similar one, but people don’t realize that they’re related. There’s a similar revolution against this whole right-wing austerity movement everywhere in the EU, in the United States, everywhere, that you’re going to make the world better by cutting every imaginable budget and making government as small as possible. It is a failed experiment. It is a catastrophe in so many different ways, and it’s interesting to see that the Republicans are in this position where they are not yet paying for it, but they will soon, because the Trump experiment is going to backfire in that way. Trump is not actually an austerity guy I believe in his heart, and we’re going to see something very interesting here. 


I just think that as we all know Trump isn’t what he appears to be because he isn’t anything, he’s going to be a little bit of everything. But I don’t see Trump doing this thing about you know we’re going to come in and close all the schools and we’re going to turn everything into charter schools and all that, that right-wing agenda. I don’t think he has it. 

Chris:
You’re looking at me. [Laughs]

Carolyn:
Well, because as I said, he is so lacking in specificity that you can think whatever you want to think about his positions on education. 
Ken:
You can paint the picture for him.

Carolyn:
But if you just want to look at how he made his money and how he has run his businesses. You know Tony Schwartz who wrote the Art of the Deal in entirety has already completely denounced. 

Ken:
He’s been all over the place. He’s done some great interviews.

Carolyn:
Yeah, he’s been all over the place talking about how this was the worst mistake of his career. He feels morally responsible for helping create the Trump brand or the Trump myth, which is pretty much the same thing. I mean he doesn’t treat people well. He folds companies. He uses subterfuge and hyperbole. 

Chris:
I understand.

Carolyn:
So like are you going to vote for him?  

Chris:
Yes.

Carolyn:
Ooh.

Chris:
I understand the talking points, but…

Carolyn:
These are not…

00:23:21
Chris:
I understand the talking point, but really Carolyn, look, you don’t come into Chicago with $500-million in your pocket and leave six years later with a 90-story building done by Adriane Smith that is actually making money and contributing to the life of the City if you don’t know what you’re doing, okay. I mean look, so used to say, a person says, “I’m a scholar,” that doesn’t mean anything. If there is a stack of books over here a scholarship, then the guy is a scholar. The guy is a real estate developer and he’s got a serious… Has he been through ups and downs? Yes. But I think the idea that it is a myth I think that is overdrawn, and I think that when we say he treats people badly, you know what, you don’t have the long list of people suing him for this kind of personal thing and that kind of personal thing. There’s some of that, but for a guy who has done as many deals as he has I don’t think there’s a lot.
Ken:
That’s talking points I think.

Chris:
I think that is, I think Trump is a for real success in business. How he got that way and what he’s done that’s another story. 

Carolyn:
But we don’t really know because he won’t release his income taxes because he’s so special.

Chris:
I can go show you Trump Tower. I can go show you…

Carolyn:
Trump Tower is behind my building. There’s not one retail space along the entire Riverwalk rented out, so I don’t know how successful it is.

Chris:
I want to get to the austerity.

Ken:
And he got it by screwing all the people that he sold the condos to and then all that.

Carolyn:
Correct.

Ken:
But we can do that all day.

00:24:40
Chris:
I want to get to the austerity situation. First of all, austerity is the name of a policy that is imposed by the IMF on a lot of different troubled governments. Usually they are troubled because of their debt situation. Their income statement is not what it needs to be, okay. Our income statement and western democracy’s income statements generally speaking are not what they need to be, and we all understand that that’s generally because of very high social benefits and very low demographic growth. So we’ve got an over under situation between the benefits we’ve promised and the number of people who are physically working, and you put this into the globalization and the reduction of wages you’ve got a problem.


Okay. I think it is wrong to take IMF austerity, globalization austerity and return that into Republican austerity, because that’s not what the Republicans are talking about. In fact, I think there is in the Republican Party a huge acceptance of most, not all, but most of the Social Welfare Program agenda that we’ve discussed down through the ages.
Carolyn:
Social Security?

Chris:
Absolutely. But we have a completely 179…

Carolyn:
I don’t think so.

Chris:
Hold on, we have a 179-degree take on it. We don’t believe in structures and we’re not married to structures, and we don’t take contributions from public employee unions that are themselves a product of the structure. So what you are talking about when you say disinvestment in education, every chart about education spending is like this, and what we have seen down through the ages is more and more and more education spending… 

Ken:
Look at higher education.

Chris:
You get no benefit.

00:26:18
Ken:
We only have about a minute left. Look at higher education in America.

Chris:
Let’s do another show.

Ken:
If you want we can continue on after we break. 

Chris:
Higher education in America is a story of subsidies from the federal government that have been wasted by administrations on middle managers.

Ken:
Higher education in the United States today is a colossal failure.

Chris:
Well that’s not a failure. It’s the global standard.

Ken:
It is the story of an entire generation being bankrupted because of government misdeeds with the way they are structuring and the way they are funding higher education.

Carolyn:
And leaving it to the States. How is that working out here in Illinois?

Ken:
This notion of leaving it to the States. It just, it is insanity.

Carolyn:
Can I just make one final point about electing Republicans who only succeeded in business?

Chris:
Yes.

Carolyn:
I’ll give you the Donald Trump succeeded.

Chris:
Okay.

Carolyn:
So did Bruce Rauner. How are we doing?

Chris:
To me what I think is highly questionable these days, seriously, with all the stuff that I’ve done in education, with all the involvement that I’ve had you know, K-12 and community college and all this other stuff, what is government’s add to the value and the delivery of K-12 education in Illinois? Ask yourself that, seriously, honestly. Seriously ask yourself that.

Ken:
As opposed to what?

Chris:
As opposed to the biggest voucher program in the country over in Indiana, where parents are given $4,800 and they are now taking their kids to schools where they are… Why are parents not allowed to be satisfied in Illinois the way that they are either in Wisconsin or in Indiana? Now look, I don’t care. I don’t care. I’m radical about there being a CPS. That to me means nothing when you have the results that they’ve put on the board, generation after generation after generation.

Ken:
This really is a multi-hour conversation.

Chris:
Philosophical, sure.

Ken:
That we just can’t have right now. We’ve got a few extra minutes and I really want to try to stay on the conversation about…

Chris:
Oh, the Convention.

00:28:22
Ken:
About the Convention if we possibly can. I’m fascinated Chris by the notion that the New York Times raised yesterday that Donald Trump actually doesn’t plan on running the domestic or foreign policy for the United States. He’s just going to make America great again and Pence is going to basically run the country.

Chris:
Well, let me tell you something, Pence knows a lot about Congress and Pence knows a lot more about the federal government than Trump does. And Pence also knows how the federal government relates or not to state government.

Ken:
So we accidentally…

Carolyn:
Shouldn’t even one of those Democrats running…Republicans running in the primary then?
Chris:
People talked about Pence and then he chose not to get into the race.

Ken:
What I’m trying to get at then is that a vote for Trump could very well be a vote for a fairly extreme right-wing social agenda that was never debated in front of the public at all.

Chris:
No, I don’t think that’s right. I don’t think that Trump…

Ken:
You don’t? You don’t see Mike Pence as being…

Chris:
I don’t think that Trump…

Ken:
A fairly radical social conservative?

Chris:
No, I don’t see he’s a radical social conservative.

Carolyn:
Really.

Chris:
Pence is a guy who is going to operate within the ambit of Trump. Pence is not being elected President. Pence is running for Vice President and Pence is going to operate within Trump’s realm, and I think that Trump has very clearly, well I don’t know how clearly because I agree with you about he’s very clear about being vague, Trump is a guy whose concern about social issues is secondary at best, is not a social issue conservative. 

Ken:
What kind of conservative…?

Carolyn:
Clearly he’s not a social conservative.

Chris:
Well I’m not sure how much of a conservative he really is except insofar as he is prepared. He does have an abiding skepticism about government and that’s a starting point for all conservatives.

Ken:
Because he’s a developer. I mean all business people have abiding skepticism of government.

Chris:
We take them wherever we can get them. 

Ken:
Government makes them adhere to rules and regulations. Government tells them no you can’t put an extra 10 stories on that building.

Chris:
Exactly, and so he has succeeded, my theory he’s succeeded in that realm, but he understands that you know, government can go too far, and I think that you need that view.

Carolyn:
So because government can go too far we don’t need a Department of Education or Department of… We don’t need the E

PA.

00:30:43
Chris:
Okay, this gets me back to the situation that you mentioned.

Carolyn:
You know what, I don’t want to start talking about education.

Chris:
No, no, no, I’m not talking about education; I want to talk about the austerity. I don’t believe that any of the efficiency that we see and that we know from our respective experiences in the private sector, I don’t think any of the efficiency that we see in the private sector that is sort of harness technology and identified areas for reduced spending and increased productivity, which is the story of the Clinton years because of the digital revolution. Zero of that has visited upon the federal government, zero. I mean you’ve got a Department of Health and Human Services that failed miserably at the website. And God understands we all know it was one of the world’s most complicated websites, but they couldn’t do it. They had all those years, and if you followed the Obamacare story there are still stories of the people getting lost between the phone numbers and the websites and things like this. Now I’m not ascribing this only to Obama. I’m not saying oh Obama doesn’t know how to do a… What I’m saying to you guys is the structure of government, this is Oliver Williamson from Berkeley, the Nobel Prize Winning economist, the structure of government cannot understand these developments in any… That’s why you’ve got FBI people who are working with 14-year-old laptops. It’s an outrage. Whether the President is George Bush or Barack Obama or Hillary or Donald Trump it’s an outrage.

Carolyn:
I agree with that.

Ken:
I agree with that too. How about that Chris?

00:32:17
Chris:
This is Republicanism, okay. 

[Interposing Voices] 

Carolyn:
No… Because you just said it. George Bush couldn’t change it. Ronald Reagan couldn’t change it.

Ken: 
You make an excellent point and then you just immediately just go right back to…

Carolyn:
But Donald Trump is going to change it? I mean…

Chris:
No, no, no, I think that Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell [are] going to change it. 

Carolyn:
Oh my God, Mitch McConnell.  
Chris:
Yeah, absolutely. I think the stars have to align, but if you look at Bush and what happened with 9-11 he lost Congress to Denny Hastert’s domestic agenda the moment, the moment we understood the significance of 9-11, and that is replete in the personal recollections of what happened. Denny Hastert was a big government conservative. He was not even… I you know have a personal thing, I never liked Hastert at all and was constantly announcing that.

Ken:
Yeah, yeah, right.

Chris:
And I want to tell you…

Ken:
And he also was at the breakfast table telling Harold Washington to run for Mayor. [Laughing]

Chris:
Please don’t say that. 

Carolyn:
He’s like Zelig
Ken:
He’s been everywhere.

Chris:
I believe that with Trump, Pence, Ryan, and McConnell you’ve got an opportunity to dramatically reform the federal government as an institution.   
Carolyn:
I don’t even hear any of them talking about the ability to bring privates… You know who talks about that? The ability to bring technology and private sector approaches to the federal government? Hillary talks about that. The Republicans don’t talk about that, and this is what I was trying to say about the narrative earlier that’s coming out of the Convention. This…what’s coming from the Convention floor – freedom. Everybody ‘freedom’. Freedom? You’re walking around with your guns on the outside of your pants. I mean that’s kind of free. You know that’s your version of freedom. It’s not my version of freedom, but it’s the Republican version of freedom. Great. Good for you. Excellent.

00:34:15
And then, you’ve got Mike Pence and others concerned about women’s freedom to choose their path toward not only whether or not they’re going to have an abortion, but even their access to contraception. And so whose version of freedom is that again? This narrative about freedom is a very very narrow one, and every single time that’s where the Republicans go, and it’s because they’ve been throwing that red meat to the social conservatives all this time that they have created Donald Trump. And that they have created the Donald Trump followers, including the Illinois member of the delegation who got thrown out because she…

Chris:
[00:34:59].
Carolyn:
Because she posted on social a very racist and threatening…

Chris:
A horrible thing and they took care of that all in 15 minutes. 

Carolyn:
But these are Trump’s people.

Chris:
And by the way, she is one person behind Trump. There are a lot of goofy people out there. This happens all the time and I don’t accept responsibility for her. 

Carolyn:
I’m not asking you to.

Chris:
I’m not even sure that she was ever a Republican before this thing ever happened.

Carolyn:
But that’s my point Chris, these are the Trump people. These are the Trump people.

Chris:
But that’s one person. That’s not all of the Trump people. You go to Florida and you take a look in Florida at the number of people who voted in the Presidential Preference Primaries, okay, down through the ages on the Republican side. And then you look at the Trump bump. In Florida it is absolutely clear. It is also somewhat clear in other places – Pennsylvania, Ohio, things like that, and so some people come up who are not acceptable. Okay, I understand that. I think that the Trump phenomenon is an expression of frustration with Mitch McConnell and John Boehner, okay. Here’s the Republican take on this.

Carolyn:
No, you know what it is? The Trump phenomenon is…

Chris:
Hold on, let me just finish. The Republicans were told Obama is the devil. Give us the House. Life will be great. We gave them the House. Nothing changed. Then they came back and they said, “Obama is still bad. We do have the House, but to make anything better we need the Senate.” Republicans wrote their checks. All that money went to Washington consultants. We win the Senate. So now we’ve got the House, we’ve got the Senate. Obama is still bad. What’s the change? Zero. In the eyes of the Republican voter zero, and this is why Trump gets around the entire cast of characters 16, 17 or whatever it is. Also just by the way, this is exactly what Rauner wanted to do. Rauner wanted to run for President as the total outsider and thought he would have Illinois to go on.

00:37:00

Carolyn:
Yes, that is not the Trump narrative. The Trump narrative, his people, his undereducated males between the age of 28 and 52, which is his base, those people have been angry ever since Obama got elected. They’re still stunned. They just can’t believe it. They’re racist, and that’s what Trump is tapping into. He began with the birther stuff. You can’t say that Chris.

Chris:
I can’t say he didn’t begin with the birther stuff. I cannot say it. I agree with you.

Carolyn:
And what was that based on, reality?

Chris:
He began with the birther stuff.

Ken:
And then his first utterance as a candidate was about Mexicans.

Carolyn:
Yes. Yes. And I think the three of us would probably say as we were watching that, we were first watching on the escalator again from a communications professional standpoint was like perfect. This is going to be funny.

Ken:
I was in Manhattan the other day and I went to Trump Tower and I rode the escalator down. I have a picture of myself riding down the escalator just like Trump. Because my feeling about this is that in eight years they are going to pull that escalator out and put it into the Trump Library. You know where Reagan has the plane? He’s going to have the escalator and I just want to be able to say that I rode that escalator when it was still back in New York.

00:38:16
Carolyn:
And I think at least for me, and probably for you, and maybe for you as well Chris, when he said, “The Mexicans coming here are rapists and murderers,” that was the moment that I thought oh yeah, well this is going to be like the 10-minute campaign.

Ken:
[Laughs]

Carolyn:
It wouldn’t even be conceivable to me.

Chris:
Okay, let’s just acknowledge that my disappointment, my rejection…

Carolyn:
Those are your Trump voters.

Chris:
Well, hold on, there are a lot of other Trump voters and I think that’s an important lesson for Hillary in the Democrats…but my rejection of that rhetoric is based on the actual text and what he actually said, which I think is always misrepresented. But what he actually said is something that I’m not crazy about either, okay. That’s just a point.

Carolyn:
It was very close.

Chris:
It’s close, but there are distinctions there that are being lost in the retelling.

Carolyn:
Oh my.

Chris:
But the fact is, what he said is that the Mexican government has actually selected…Go back and read it.

Carolyn:
Oh no, no, no, no. He did not say this is the Mariel boatlift. That is not what he said.   
00:39:27
Ken:
What we’re talking about here is one of the most… We are talking about one of the most sophisticated television entrepreneurs…

Chris:
Right, I agree.

Ken:
In the history of the medium.

Chris:
He knew what he was saying.

Ken: 
This guy knows…

Chris:
I’m just trying to focus on the actual words he used.

Ken:
This guy knows how to put something on paper that looks good when you read the transcript and then read it in such a way that he can talk to the people…

Chris:
No, no, no, he doesn’t get off on that. I don’t think that he gets off on that basis.

Carolyn:
Please. The Mexicans…

Chris:
What he said was reprehensible, but it’s important to understand what he actually said, and I believe that what he actually said was intended to have the effect that you are referring to.

00:40:05

Ken:
Did you ever imagine on that day that you would be sitting here defending him this way? 

Chris:
I will tell you, he came to the City Club one week later.

Ken:
Yes I know.

Chris:
He was invited…

Ken:
It was the biggest ever at City Club.

Chris:
No it’s not. It was less. Do you know why it was less? 

Ken:
Because you guys refused to put it in a bigger room the way he said, right?

Chris:
Right. Jay Doherty wouldn’t go to McCormick Place… Do you know why it was less, why we’ve had other people sell more tickets than Trump, is because we had to give up space to the reporters in the back. But anyway, I say that as Treasurer of the City Club.

Ken:
Yes, and we’re glad you are.

Chris:
When I sat down at that City Club thing next to me was Leslie Munger who is now the assessor or…

Carolyn:
Controller.

Chris:
Controller of the State of Illinois, and so Leslie and I are sitting there and Trump is sitting right here, so we’re right across the table from him and we’re watching him throughout the whole thing and listening and all this kind of, and having some kind of lunch table banter back and forth and all this. Then he goes and gives his talk. [Chuckles] We turn to each other literally walking out, it’s crazy. It’s goofy, but it could go far. That is exactly what we said. 
Ken:
Yeah. 

Chris:
Crazy, goofy but it could really go far.

Ken:
I can’t let this…

Chris:
He was connecting.

00:41:17
Ken: 
I can’t let this conversation without… Actually referring back to last night with Michael Moore was on the…

Chris:
Yeah, Trump’s going to win.

Ken:
The Bill Maher thing, and I thought Michael Moore was the guy who made the most sense. Here he is in this little liberal bastion and he is saying, “Look I live in Michigan man. I know what this is about and I think he’s going to win. And the reason I think he’s going to win is because he makes a connection that no other…especially Hillary Clinton, these people are not capable of talking to the people who live outside of the urban bubbles that we all live in. We all talk to each other, even Republicans and Democrats, we’re all kind of the same.”

Carolyn:
You’re the first person I know who says out loud that they’re going to vote for Trump.

Chris:
I am?

Ken:
Yeah.

Carolyn:
You are. 

Ken:
Yeah, right.

Carolyn:
I don’t know anybody. 

Chris:
You’ve got to meet more people. You’ve got to get around. 

Ken:
But this is the point though, is that as we all know America has become so polarized and so separated, but it’s kind of like one of these things where there literally are these bubbles over urban areas and certain little enclaves around the country, vineyards and stuff, where people like us live, and then there’s everybody else. And everybody else who is on the outside of these bubbles is angry and resentful and feeling that they’ve been left out of everything, and this is the Bernie Sanders phenomenon. You want to talk about 1%? Yeah, I’m 99% and all the rest of you guys can just go…

00:42:47
Carolyn:
I am not sanguine about this. I am very concerned that Trump could be the President.

Chris:
Oh Trump’s going to win.

Carolyn:
Absolutely.

Chris:
Trump is going to win.

Carolyn:
He has a very good chance of winning.

Chris:
And let me just say… 

Ken:
Hold on a second, really we are now right at the State and Madison of this conversation. Okay, you say Trump is going to win and my immediate reaction is well of course you’re going to say that; you’re Chris Robling, of course you’re going to say that. Now, tell me why, but let’s keep it at this level, if Trump wins, we’re sitting here talking about that, why would you say Trump won? What was it? It wasn’t organization. It wasn’t the Party structure. It wasn’t money, right. It wasn’t any of those things that might have made George Bush…or Jeb Bush…

Chris:
The yin and the yang of it I think is Hillary is understood… I’m going to make three points, #1, Hillary is understood as the third term of Obama, okay. Right, wrong, good, bad.

Ken:
She promotes it almost, yeah.

Carolyn:
I agree with that.

Chris:
#2, Trump, using these, I believe using the text of his statement for instance about the Mexicans, using these other things that he’s done, I think that he has called upon, not to say invoked, but he has sort of referred to or called upon some bad elements, but in addition to that, in addition to that Trump is speaking to a generalized frustration. 

Carolyn:
That’s right.

Ken:
Right, right.

Chris:
He’s not just speaking to racists. 

Carolyn:
That’s exactly right. I agree with that.

Chris:
Yeah, and he’s tapping into that.

Carolyn:
Yep.

Ken:
I totally agree with you.

Chris:
And #3 I think is this, the Trump campaign, all of its flopping around since last June and making, calling McCain a loser, okay, and saying awful things about Romney, you know things that you just wouldn’t…spitting on the carpet kind of stuff, okay.

Carolyn:
Especially because the veterans are so central to his…

Chris:
Right, right. So I mean how does he do… What is all of that?

Carolyn:
Right.

Chris:
And I think all of that is bad and not recommending, okay. I really don’t like any of it.

Ken:
Okay.

Chris:
But despite all of that he’s right there within the margin of error.

Ken:
Right.

Carolyn:
I agree.

Chris:
And that indicates…

Ken:
And what is that? That’s what we’re trying to figure out, what is that thing that gets him? Because yes, he’s got this kind of yucky base of racist…

Chris:
People don’t want the third term of Obama.

Ken:
It’s more than that. 

Chris:
Or 85% of the people in this country are very concerned about the economy.

Carolyn:
Yeah.

Ken:
I’m not buying that.

00:45:09
Chris:
People are very concerned about their personal freedom. They are very concerned about the…

Ken:
It’s more than that Chris. It’s something else.

Carolyn:
Yes. He’s dog-whistled people who have never gone to the polls because they don’t feel that anybody out there really speaks to them, and he is appealing to peoples’ base or instincts along those lines. 

Chris:
There’s a little bit of that.

Carolyn:
And that conversation around David Duke was just…

Chris: 
That was awful. It was one of these flopping around. How does he get away with that?

Carolyn:
He gets away with it I think for a variety of reasons that have a lot more to do with the media today, but at the end of the day you know, at the end of the day I wish…and I support Hillary, I will vote for Hillary, I will try to convince people to vote for Hillary, especially those who are all about Bernie and think that staying home is the right thing to do, but you know who would have beat him handily is Joe Biden. 

Ken:
Hmm.

Carolyn:
America is looking for authenticity right now and he’s another guy who says crazy things.

Chris:
Hillary is the exact worst candidate for the Democrats to nominate.

Carolyn:
Who would think she would be going up against Donald Trump? Nobody did.

Ken:
Chris the thing I would say to refute your point #3 is if we just immediately changed the Constitution this morning and Barack Obama could run for a third term he would kill Trump.

Chris:
I think that he probably would.

Ken:
I don’t think there would be any contest.

Carolyn:
I agree.

Ken:
I think Barack Obama… Barack Obama is not as unpopular as you make him out to be.

Chris:
No, no, I’m not saying he…

Ken:
Or his policies, or even his policies.

Chris:
Well I think… Look, I believe the country appreciates the fact that it elected Barack Obama, okay. I think it was wrong to do so. I think it was never right to do so. The guy was unqualified from the get-go. We all know who he is and what he did.

Ken:
So now we’re going to vote for Trump. We’ll fix that.

Chris:
No, no, no. I think they are ready for a change from Obama, but what has emerged here, the platform that is Republicanism was not strong enough, okay, because you would have gotten a Conventional candidate had it been strong enough, but the platform of traditional Republicanism with its mix of conservatives and moderates, okay…

Ken:
Moderates?

Chris:
That platform was not strong enough to propel a candidate to take back this White House.

Ken:
Again, you’re right up to a point. The Republican agenda was not strong enough to attract an audience of any kind because it is a lethal mix of austerity and hatred and everything else. And people were not buying it and they’re not buying Mitch McConnell and they’re not buying Scott Walker and they’re not buying any of the rest of these troglodytes who have just basically shamed themselves over the last eight years. 

Chris:
You say that…

Ken: 
They are not popular Chris. That’s what happened.

Carolyn:
Mitch McConnell got booed.

Chris:
You’re responding…you’re talking…

Ken:
The very reason that Trump arose within the Republican Party was a repudiation of everything that Party stands for.

Chris:
Okay, well…

Ken:
Kind of like Bernie Sanders coming up in the Democratic Party, sort of, but not the same. 

Chris:
I don’t think that it is a repudiation of everything that the Party stands for, and I don’t think the guys you invoke are failures across the board. I mean you have to…

Carolyn:
Who are you for?

Ken:
Who would you have preferred to have seen?

Chris:
Well I was a Walker guy and I was reluctantly at the end a Cruz guy because I thought Rubio was running out of gas. I wish that Rubio… Rubio really did kind of come in there at the end, but then he sort of…

Ken:
I was surprised Rubio… I was saying all along Rubio was going to get the nomination and that he would kill Hillary just because he’s this young energetic Hispanic guy.

Chris:
Right.

Ken:
He’s something new, he’s fresh, but it didn’t work.

Chris:
But I want to say…

Carolyn:
Because he got down there and he fought with Trump on his level.

Ken:
That was one of the great mistakes in modern politics.

Carolyn:
Yeah, absolutely.

Ken:
Absolutely.

Chris:
But what you say about… Take Walker, Walker is probably distasteful to you and he might be distasteful to the folks in your bubble that you guys are…

Ken:
I was just going to say, he is but I’m in a bubble, yes. 

Chris:
Okay, you’re in the bubble and in that bubble Walker is anathema.
Ken:
And to the rest of Wisconsin he’s a hero. 

Chris:
Well I’m not saying that he’s… No, no, no, I’m not going overboard. What I’m saying is that Walker has results, okay. Mitch Daniels has…

Carolyn:
His results they are just not good. They are results, but they are not good results.

Chris:
All right, then let’s go to Indiana for a second. Indiana AAA, Indiana is the manufacturing center of the United States. Indiana has cut taxes year and year and year.

Ken:
As though that’s a good thing.

Chris:
This is not… It is a good thing, why? It’s a liberty thing. Why? Because if you make 100-bucks and you keep…

Carolyn:
It’s about liberty.

Ken:
Yeah, it’s about liberty.

00:50:04
Chris:
It is about liberty, it is about freedom and it is about forcing the bureaucracy to be efficient. 

Carolyn:
That’s not how it works.

Ken:
That’s not how it works.

Chris:
It is how it works.

Carolyn:
Is that what we’re doing in Illinois right now?

Chris:
No, because… 

Carolyn:
We have no budget.

Chris:
I think what we’re doing in Illinois is like this because Rauner is in a Christie-like position. He is not in a Mitch Daniels’-like position.

Ken:
Or a Scott Walker-like.

Chris:
Or Scott Walker.

Carolyn:
…thought about a strategy for that.

Ken:
But we haven’t even…

Chris:
Have you been listening in on my calls with the Rauner people, how out of it they are?
Ken:
I notice you’re not bringing up Sam Brownback in the great Kansas experiment, but that’s another hour.  

Chris:
That’s a special situation.

00:50:46
Ken:
Ladies and gentlemen, it’s my duty to inform you that we’ve run way the heck over, and we really just have to stop this. I really don’t want to, believe me I don’t, but we’re media animals. We have to talk for like – can we keep it to two minutes? Can we talk a little bit about what happened at Fox News? I mean I think it’s like the biggest… That’s the biggest political news of all.
Chris:
God bless Gretchen Carlson.

Carolyn:
Yeah, no kidding.

Chris:
God bless Gretchen and then I guess maybe the blonde lady at night…Megyn, Megyn Fox came out and said…

Ken:
Megyn Kelly, not Megyn Fox. 

Chris:
I don’t know if you guys know this, but do you know that O’Reilly and Hannity despise each other?

Carolyn:
I’ve heard.

Ken:
I hope so. 

Chris:
It’s really awful. 

Ken: 
And they are talking about leaving, right, if Roger Ailes is fired?

Chris:
The Murdochs have got to figure that out. $40-million to go away, but my sense is you know Paul, Weiss, Rifkind and whatever is doing the investigation they already know that there are issues. 

Carolyn:
Oh yeah.

Chris:
So the guy is toast and he should be. I would see him as taking over the Trump campaign.

Ken:
[Laughs]

Carolyn:
You know, dammit, that was going to be my line.

Chris:
I believe he will be in charge of the Trump campaign Friday afternoon at 5 o'clock.

Carolyn:
Absolutely. We all agree Manafort has got to go.

Ken:
So yeah, he would be the perfect guy and he could really…

Carolyn:
They don’t even have to pay him.

Ken:
Chris what’s going to happen?

Chris:
That’s another whole thing, this Trump Megyn Kelly thing. Unconscionable. Oh my Lord!

Ken:
That was all made for TV ratings. That was nothing.

Carolyn:
But Ailes, let’s just say, can we just at least call out the fact that it’s 2016.

Chris:
2016, yeah it is.

Carolyn:
And people should not be asking their anchor people to turn around so they can look at the backside of them. I mean, and it’s not…Bill Cosby, it’s like whatever. It’s just time for women to do what Gretchen did and apparently what Megyn is now doing and stand up and call it out. I mean because there was a lot going on for a very long time and it’s difficult when people have those kind of positions. But when those things happen to a man in that position you are generally not the first one, so you know. And in the days of social media it’s a little bit easier to find your group.

Ken:
I’ve already referred to Bill Maher once on this show, but last night he said something about if he gets another job I hope that the guy who interviews tells him, “Well you know you could have the job but you’re going to have to (fill in the…sexual favor) in order to get the job.” That would be interesting.

00:53:38
And this is really tough for you because I know you get all your talking points from Ailes, right? I mean you get like… They don’t send you faxes anymore every day, right? They send you texts now I guess, right, or something?

Carolyn:
It’s going to be rough.

Chris:
Why would you say that?

Ken:
[Laughs]

Chris:
You can’t say that to me. You can’t say that to…
Ken:
Chris wakes up and says, “Oh my God, we’re going to be talking about this today.” 

Carolyn:
[Laughs]

Chris:
I know people who do that, and honestly, just by the way, they’re not on my side of the fence. They’re on hers. 

Ken: 
But the problem is that the guys on the Democratic side get like five different ones and they’re all different. That’s the problem.

Carolyn:
That’s correct. 

[Interposing Voices] 

Ken:
You just get one text and it’s got “talk about this today.”

Carolyn:
That’s true.

Ken:
All right. Wow, this was really fun. Thank you very much. Thank you Carolyn Grisko for being at the table today first time. I hope you will come back again.

Carolyn:
My pleasure. 

Ken:
And Christopher FitzHenry Robling thank you. 

Chris:
Thank you for having me. 

Ken:
You know you owe WGN a bunch of money I think because I was listening to you on Justin’s show last night and you were bouncing up and down in that chair so hard after the Cruz speech you probably damaged a lot of property.

Chris:
I was stunned. I was truly stunned.

Carolyn:
Such a great moment. I enjoyed it so much. It was great.

Ken:
We have to leave. We really really. Thank you for staying with us ladies and gentlemen. It’s been a lot of fun here and you’ve been watching Chicago Newsroom here on CAN TV.

00:55:09
End
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