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Ken: 
Well hi there, and welcome to another edition of Chicago Newsroom right here on CAN TV. I’m Ken Davis, and we’re going to be talking today about a lot of things, but particularly something that happened last week. As you know there was a grand compromise, a big deal, something or other. It may not have been…granted it may not have been a compromise, but whatever it was something big happened in Springfield. And if you needed to know why it was so big all you had to do is look at this picture that the Sun Times ran. Look at that. You’ve never seen this in public before, Forrest Claypool smiling. Yes, indeed. Forrest Claypool was smiling because he just got something like $550-600-million dropped in his lap to help run and open the schools, so that’s a big deal. But look – Rahm Emanuel, look at that again, Rahm Emanuel, probably the most genuine smile you’ve ever seen, and even Janice Jackson is standing there smiling.


Well, today we will talk about that and a bunch of other things, because it does appear that at least some of that money is vapor, and we will find out whether that’s true or not and talk about a lot of other things with my favorite John persons in the news media, John Byrne joining us, John from the Tribune.

John B: 
Thanks. Thanks for having me back.

Ken:
Glad to have you back again. And John Dempsey from WLS-AM.

John D:
The Big 89.

Ken:
Old friend John Dempsey from the large 89, the Midwest blowtorch.

John D:
Now we didn’t work together at the Big 89.
Ken:
No, we certainly didn’t. 

John D:
But you got your radio start and your broadcasting start at WLS.

Ken:
Oh John thank you for remembering. Thank you so much. Yes, I was guest teen DJ.

John D:
Guest teen 00:01:50 DJ?

Ken:
May 9th 1964.

John D:
Don’t be nervous. Don’t be rocky.

Ken:
You are our guest teen disc jockey now. [Interposing voices]

John B:
Ken spun some Platters, right?

Ken:
Yes indeed, yeah. In fact, well I didn’t spin them because they had Union musicians running the turntable.

John D:
So he was basically a guy putting a needle on a turntable, but he was called a musician?

Ken:
He was a musician.

John B:
What did he play? What instrument did he play when he wasn’t DJing?

Ken:
I don’t know. I have no idea. 

[Interposing voices]

John D:
He [wouldn’t 00:02:26] play the tuba…

Ken:
He played violin during the news cast.

John D:
Now was Herb Morrison there when you were?

Ken: 
[Laughs] Oh the humanity. No, this was a different WLS. This was the [00:02:40].

John D:
[00:02:40] at that time?

Ken:
No, they did not, and the disc jockeys as far as I know never expressed any political opinions one way or another, so it was a very time. John stop us, don’t let us, because we will [00:02:56]. 

John B: 
No, go on, go on.

John D:
He needs to hear this history.

John B:
Yes, exactly. [00:02:58] I’m learning.

Ken:
And then we met at the mighty WBEZ later on, yes.

John D:
Clark & Adams.

00:03:04

Ken:
At Clark & Adams. Okay. So where were we? Oh yes. There was a big thing that happened yesterday at City Hall. There was a gathering of community people coming in for a community meeting, for a public hearing about whether or not to replace the IPRA, the Independent Police Review Authority.
John B:  
Right. It’s these hearings that are meant to get input as Emanuel looks at crafting an ordinance that he wants to introduce as soon as he can to the City Council to replace IPRA, the Independent Police Review Authority and to activate many of the recommendations by this police task force that he put together after the Laquan McDonald video came out. But people were not happy with the way these hearings were set up.

John D: 
Including the head of the task force.

John B:
Including the head of the task force, Lori Lightfoot, who said you can’t be doing weekday…a couple of weekday hearings…

John D:
At 10 o'clock in the morning.

John B:
…At City Hall and the people who are really impacted by police misconduct to be able to get down there to voice their opinions and have any input into this. It remains to be seen how much any of this testimony plays into the final product that comes out of Emanuel’s office. 
John D:
But Emanuel has to say, “We conducted hearings.”

Ken:
Right, right.

John B:
The more he has to say we did real hearings. 

Ken: 
I was at the sham hearings.
John B:
The sham hearings.  

Ken:
I was at those hearings from Lori Lightfoot’s Commission on Police Accountability. I was at the last one at Sullivan and it was pretty dramatic. I mean people just like got out of their seats and went up onto the stage and occupied the stage and police officers came out.

John B:
At that point were those protestors basically saying this is a sham?

Ken:
Yes, they were.

John B:
So that then does lead to the question of like what needs to be done to get to a public hearing that is not seen as a sham.

John D:
The Independent Police Review Authority I think was a creation of Richard M. Daley.

Ken:
Yes, I believe that’s right.

John D:
To the Office of Professional Standards which was tasked with investigating a police shooting or investigating an officer accused of wrongdoing and the Office of Professional Standards was accused of being kind of a rubber stamp, and so Daley brought in IPRA which also been accused of being ineffective.

John B:  
Has this really bad record of actually doing any disciplining of officers, right, as we’ve written about.
John D:
And Lori Lightfoot as we’ve been talking about is the Head of the Chicago Police Board, and she and the board members did all of this work to interview, to find candidates to replace Gary McCarthy. This is the same Gary McCarthy who was fired after Emanuel gave him the vote of confidence. 

John B:
The oh no. I’ve got your back Gary.

John D:
While he was on a morning round of TV interviews talking about the November crime figures last December. And Rahm calls him up, when he’s going from one TV station to another and brings him over to the Hall and fires him. So, he tells Lori Lightfoot and the police Board, “I want you to find me a new superintendent.”

Ken:
Find me the best.

John D:
Find me the best.

John B:
Here are three. Here are three great finalists.

John D:
Highly qualified people, and then Rahm says, “Nah, I’m not going to pick any of those three. I’m going to give this job to Eddie Johnson who has been on the police force the whole time.” So I would think that Lori Lightfoot and Rahm are maybe as Michael Snead would say, a don’t invite them item, you know.

00:06:41
Ken:
It remains to be seen whether Eddie Johnson is going to be a good and effective police superintendent. He certainly seems to be off to a good start, but we did see this let’s just say misstep on what was it, Sunday night of the 4th…weekend? I mean he holds this… Let me just say, before we even get to that, we talked last week about how he had made the statement about how he has never seen any police misconduct or something.
John D:
Eddie Johnson.

Ken:
And I apologized for him on the show last week saying you know he was new at it and he hadn’t had his media training yet. They hadn’t explained to him that no, you don’t make statements like that when there are cameras rolling because they’re just going to bite you with it. But then he does this other kind of weird press conference to congratulate everybody. 

John D:
Because at that point on Sunday there had only been about 20 or 21 shootings over the long 4th of July weekend, and he was maybe doing a touchdown dance in the end zone prematurely because the weekend wasn’t over yet.

John B:
It got ugly. It got ugly after that.

John D:
In a 15-hour span Monday into Tuesday half of the weekend’s 66 shootings took place in that 15-hour span and that made Eddie Johnson really look bad by prematurely bragging about how great the police did.

John B:
And then we ended up higher than we did the prior 4th of July weekend.

John D:
Right, more shootings than last July 4th, and Rahm spun it by saying, “Oh, but there were fewer fatalities, fewer homicides than on any 4th of July weekend in the past 8 years.”

John B:
He said 8 years, right.

John D:
So does that mean that the bad guys are bad shots or does it say something about the EMTs and the great job they’re doing savings lives of these gunshot victims.

00:08:29
Ken:
I do want to just divert for just a moment and talk about that, because we’ve talked about that a few times in the past on the show. I think that’s one of the unwritten stories of Chicago in the last 10 or 15 years is the amazing professionalization of the EMT service within the Fire Department. I mean they started out with these ALS and BLS ambulances and then they combined the services, right. And what you’re seeing is these kind of…

John B:
John just showed me this article. It’s amazing.

Ken:
These mobile mash units.

John D:
Well yeah. This is an article in today’s Trib written Nereida Moreno about a couple of cops in the South Chicago neighborhood, Alejandro Cabral and Juan Zuniga. And they came upon a gunshot victim at 84th and Mackinaw. Cabral is an Army veteran; Zuniga is a Navy veteran.
Ken:
These are police officers?

John D:
Yeah, police officers. Cabral had a quick clot combat gauze in the first aid kit in his vest and he used it to control the bleeding until paramedics arrived. This article also points out that this cop, Cabral, Alejandro Cabral, uses a portion of his department allowance to buy the bandages himself and said every officer…

John B:
It’s battlefield. This is battlefield stuff that this cop had on him and it saved somebody’s life. You pour it in, it clots it up. It’s amazing technology, but you know, it’s Army technology.

Ken:
So it’s a very interesting irony to me because you never see the City touting the bravery and the heroism of the medical services because they kind of have a vested interest in not making a big deal out of that.

John D:
Out of their life-saving techniques?

Ken:
Well yeah; this is just me speaking, but the conclusion you come to is well there were you know 146 people killed between this date and this date, but it would have been 250…

John B:
But in 1985 it would have been 250 because the EMTs didn’t have that technology.

Ken:
Right, or the training.

John B:
Or the training.

John D:
But I guess everything that Emanuel does is political, everything. And I guess maybe he feels that there’s no political capital in saying, “X-number of people were shot.”

Ken:
Right.

John D:
“But more people would have been killed if it hadn’t been for our great EMTs.”

Ken:
Exactly, right.

John B:
What you’re basically saying then is the violence is even worse than it seems.

00:10:53
Ken:
So I mean one of the things about the Eddie Johnson thing is, as long as we’re talking about media training…

John D:
Ken let me just interrupt you for a second, because one of the I think good things about Eddie Johnson, aside from the fact that he seems like a really really nice guy…

Ken:
He does. And I wish him well. 

John D:
And we’re all on the list of the Police Department emails when they have a news release that they want to send out, frequently I’ve been getting these news releases and these emails about this kind of a thing where the cops save a man’s life.

John B:
A cop plays basketball with a kid.

John D:
A cop plays basketball with a kid, a cop rescues a cat from a tree. I have seen many more of these things since Eddie Johnson took over than in the past, so maybe that’s just a way that – I don’t know if this is coming from Emanuel’s office, these directions, but at least we’re seeing more of…

Ken:
Well, I mean it could be a personality thing because I just kind of don’t imagine McCarthy making that a priority, but you know, we don’t know. Anyway, the really interesting political thing is at this very same press conference toward the end I believe it was, he said, I wish I had the exact quote, 
John D:
I think I have it right here.

Ken: 
But he said something along the lines of, “Well you know we may have to start looking at having more police officers.”

John D:
Yeah. He says, “There’s always a possibility that we could have had more police officers out there, so we’ll take a look at it and see if that’s the case.” He also said, “This is another example of the fact that we have too many guns on the streets of Chicago and too many people willing to use them.”

Ken:
Quickly reverse it back to the guns. But I don’t believe that if you’re the police superintendent you are permitted to even hint that we don’t have enough police officers unless the Mayor’s Press Office and the Mayor have authorized you to say it. 
John D:
And why is this? It’s not because we do have enough police officers, it’s that if you hire more police officers you have to pay them healthcare. 

Ken:
Right.

John D:
You have to pay them a pension.

John B:
Pensions.

John D:
You have to pay their family members’ healthcare. By just giving cops overtime you don’t have to do any of those things.

00:12:56
Ken:
But now how many are we down, 300 below the force when something like… 

John D:
I don’t know the exact number, but it’s bad.

Ken:
Something like we have like 350 fewer cops than we had when Rahm Emanuel and the force was low then, just by attrition and people leaving and retiring and so forth, and we just keep plugging the hole by putting in more overtime.
John D:
And it is interesting that Gary McCarthy who did a great job in many ways on this department backed Emanuel up by denying that we are short-staffed. The Fraternal Order of Police is telling us all the time ‘we are short-staffed’ and that’s one of the reasons.

John B:
And Johnson is, and when you hire Johnson to be your police superintendent though, Emanuel did this in large part because he needed somebody in there who the rank and file guys trust.

Ken:
Right.

John D:
Right.

John B:
And a statement like this from Johnson, it wasn’t like he was out there saying, “We need to hire more cops,” but he’s at least out there a little bit acknowledging what the FOP says, acknowledging the truth as seen by rank and file cops. And maybe from Emanuel’s perspective it’s worth it to have a little bit of frission with Johnson on this because he needs Johnson to rally these guys to be aggressive.

John D:
And Emanuel I think the FOP would say he’s really alienated the force since the Laquan McDonald incident. And we’ve talked about the Ferguson effect where officers allegedly going fatal and saying, “I’m not going to be the subject of the next YouTube video.”

John B:
Emanuel coined that. They’re going fatal. 

John D:
“I see a young man with a bulge in his pocket, I think he might have a gun. But you know what? I want to go home to my family tonight and I’m not going…”

John B:
I don’t want to get arrested myself for seeing whether it’s a gun or a cell phone.
John D:
“I don’t want to be on any video,” and so that young man goes off and shoots a 4-year-old child perhaps, see, and that’s the kind of thing that happens when cops do go fetal. And I think Emanuel as Johnson has to walk a fine line between saying to the community, “I’m with you. I don’t want to have brutal cops,” and saying to the police officers, “I have your back. You are the last line of defense between the…

00:15:08
John B:
Johnson can maybe go a little farther over that line than him, and Emanuel may be saying, I don’t know whether Emanuel said, “Yeah, go ahead and suggest that we may need more cops,” but now that Johnson’s done that, you know, Johnson at least the rank and file cops… Eddie finally said what we’ve all been saying for the last 5 years. He’s better than McCarthy.

John D:
But again, looking at the quote it could be spun by saying, Johnson said, “We could have had more police officers out there,” he could say, “I should have deployed them differently.
Ken:
But John he had 5,000 out there.

John D:
Yeah.

Ken:
And there’s only what, 10,000 cops or something? I mean that was just… So I mean practically for all practical purposes everybody was working on the weekend, and thank you all for doing that.

John B:
And the shootings all happened, or not all, but the majority of them happened in the 7 or 8 neighborhoods in the City where all these…

Ken:
Where all the overtime cops were.

John D:
I think I saw in the Trib there was not one shooting north of [Armitage 00:16:05].

Ken:
Well until the press conference.

John B:
All weekend. 

Ken:
All weekend long nothing north of…

John B:
All 66 or whatever were south of Armitage.

00:16:17
Ken:
Of course we could go on for hours about this, about whether it makes any sense that you apparently can flood some of these communities with police officers and it’s still just one kid running around in a car with a gun. You can’t be everywhere.

John B:
Right.

John D:
And you can’t read peoples’ minds. The only thing you may be able to do as I said before, aggressively patrol the neighborhoods, look for suspicious people and pat people down if you feel that you need to, but then that gets into the whole stop and frisk tendency.

Ken:
And that also raises this very interesting question about what happened this weekend, this past weekend where Chicago Police arrested 88 people who were on their list of people that they knew were prone to violence, either receiving it or…

John B:
Victims or perpetrators, right. It’s 1,200 to 1,500 that Johnson has been drumming on since…

Ken:
I mean I don’t want to get all ACLU on you, but how do you just go and round up the usual suspects and put them in jail for the weekend?

John B:
I mean they all got charged. I think the way you justify this, and I don’t know the particulars of this operation is you say, “All right, well here is where the guys are, we’re going to go pat them down.” I mean I think you could make a case for…

Ken:
So you say you have reasonable suspicions just to get them in.

John B:
Yeah, reasonable suspicion that these guys on this…
John D:
Just to get them in for 24 hours.

John B:
And if they have drugs you take them off the street, and then they don’t get shot and they don’t mess with your stats and the 4th of July weekend and you worry about it next weekend.

Ken:
And they probably all got out on Tuesday morning.

John B:
Oh sure.

John D:
Even if they have a small amount of pot or something where normally a cop might look the other way, since it’s the 4th of July weekend get those bad actors behind bars.

John B:
And the cops still have the discretion to arrest on those small amounts of pot rather than just ticket it, so they can go ahead and do that and get the guys off the street.

John D:
But I see your point. 

John B:
I mean clearly.

Ken:
There’s something about this that’s both…

John D:
Are you objecting to the fact that there’s a list to begin with?

Ken:
No, I’m not, no, no. John I have no idea what I think about this, but I just know that…

John D:
It’s troubling to you that they would be bringing in 88 people on basically no evidence.

John B:
They were saying, “We’re going to get these guys off the street this weekend. Go get them off the street. Find a reason to get them off the street.”

Ken:
You can knock on 88 doors and just pull people and put them in jail.

John D: 
Right, right.

00:18:40
Ken:
Now of course they are on a list of people who are known to be troublemakers in one way or another we think.

John D:
And a lot of them have records.

Ken:
Isn’t there something about it that just makes you feel a little queasy?

John D:
I understand what you’re saying.

Ken:
Like maybe reporters are next or something? 

John D:
Trump isn’t President yet. [Laughs]

Ken:
We know that there are two trouble-making reporters who we think we would be better off if we just put them in prison for a weekend.

John D:
Silence them.  

00:19:10
Ken:
Yeah, just keep them quiet. Okay, I do want to talk about this CPS thing and this budget for the CPS. A couple of things about it that are really interesting to me. I read the Sun Times account. I know you guys have something in the Tribune too, but Lauren Fitzpatrick and [Dina Spondalez 00:19:32] did a piece about what this budget means. And among the things that are just kind of hinted at in these articles is that the $205-million for pensions by 2017… Maybe we should back-up. The State suddenly got very generous and gave CPS a lot of money.

John D:
600-million.

Ken:
600-million, maybe 600 and plus a little. I mean even things like…

John D:
But that includes giving the Chicago Public Schools the power to levy 250-million more in property taxes without all of them having to go [interposing voices]. 

John B:
You know it’s funny, like nobody even pretended that was anything other than political protection. Oh we’re not going to make them take that…

Ken:
And they’re not even facing election like the guys down in Springfield are.

John D:
Right.

John B:
Right. No, we’re not going to make them take that…

John D:
So 350-million from one pot and then 250…

John B:
And that was after Emanuel spent the year saying it was going to be 170 or 175-million and then all of a sudden nah, it’s actually going to be another 220-million. So people who like me [weren’t] getting those new property tax breaks were going, “Aye aye aye.”
John D:
After a $588-million increase last year.

Ken:
Right. Now there’s two ways of looking at this. We can look at how it appears to be something of a cave on the part of our Governor and a great victory for the Mayor, but it also might be a cagey very clever victory on the part of the Governor because they get to say, “Yeah, we did this. We have essentially made it possible for you to get $205-million a year toward teacher pensions, which is the thing you’ve been whining about for years, so here it is.” But there’s this little paragraph that says that it will start in 2017 if there is a pension reform. What the hell is that? What is a pension reform?

John D:
Something that would pass constitutional muster, right?

John B:
It’s something that Rauner wants as part of his agenda. I don’t know the specifics of what Rauner wants.

Ken:
Well nobody does, right?

John B:
Pension reform, but…

John D:
I think everybody agrees that Illinois needs to do something to reform its pensions, because the current system is unsustainable, but they have tried a couple of things, I think at least two things that have been struck down by the courts.

John B:
Right.

John D:
And so reading this legislation shall not be reduced, which was what the Illinois Constitution said. So reading this legislation it would give the State of Illinois by January 1st to enact something called Pension Reform…

John B:
But what can they do that will pass the…

John D:
And only if they do that will Chicago get another 205-million for teaching pensions.

John B:
But then the question, all right, if they pass something, let’s say they pass something and then the courts overturn that anyway, like where are we on the 205-million then?

John D:
Oh, give it back. You’ve got an IOU.

Ken:
Right.

John B:
Yeah.

John D:
How does that work?

John B:
I don’t know, I don’t know, because I don’t know how much wiggle room they’ve got.

00:22:39
Ken:
So, again, another case of this end zone dancing or saying, “Yeah, we’ve got all this money. We’re all smiling. We’re happy.”

John B:
The schools are going to open. All those smiles were schools are going to open. 

John D:
The schools are going to open. They wanted to get out of Springfield and say schools are going to open and that the road construction projects would not stop.

John B:
Yeah, right.

John D:
And they are putting everything off until after the election.

John B:
And by the way, we’re not going to have to have 50 kids in a classroom, which was the other big thing. And Emanuel weirdly at the end of that news conference for him was taking questions and then just looked directly at the cameras and spoke to the parents of Chicago and made this sort of valedictory speech about his accomplishments. And then his people pushed all of us really hard in the next 48 hours to frame this thing as a victory for the Mayor. I mean the Emanuel press operation is never subtle, but even for them this was a really hard sell on here are the ways that Emanuel…

John D:
He had been working the phones. 
John B:
He got this, he got that. They threw in a bunch of different stuff about Emanuel’s accomplishments over the past year in Springfield and nobody is getting anything done in Washington, DC and Springfield had been in deadlock and Emanuel was able to accomplish all this stuff.

00:23:55


Ken:
So here’s the big question, did Rahm Emanuel find a way in the end to work with Rauner? I mean did they have some back channel thing going on all along?

John D:
I guess I’m reminded of Alderman Ed Burke who quotes Edmond Burke who says that in politics there are no permanent friends or permanent enemies, only permanent interests. 

John B:
Interests, right.

John D:
It was in no one’s interest to have schools not open on time or have these road construction projects start, so that’s what… When their interests are aligning I think they can work together.

Ken:
And their interests are to get past this November election.

John D:
Yes, yes. And November I think is going to be very interesting.
Ken:
Yeah.

John D:
Well that’s an understatement, but I don’t think there’s any way that the Republicans can seize control of the Illinois House. I think their best hope would be to reduce Madigan’s…the veto proof majority. So, let’s say that Rauner fails and that not enough Republicans win for him to cut into Madigan’s veto proof majority. What does he do in January? Now we’re in January of 2017. Rauner has to be re-elected in 2018. Does Rauner back off from his agenda?

John B:
Right. 

John D:
It’s an interesting, none of us know the answer to that.

John B:
That will be an interesting...

Ken:
So that question just hangs out there doesn’t it.

John B:
Or does he really see himself as, you know, does he just go down with the ship on this? If I don’t get re-elected I will find some way to claim some victory.

John D:
I’m not in this for the money.

John B:
I’m not in this for the money. I’ll just go back and be a…

John D:
But if he does that then is the State at gridlock for two more years? 

Ken:
Exactly.

John D:
I heard somewhere, some political analyst, I can’t remember who said, is it possible that there will never be a full budget for as long as Rauner is Governor? That that is a possibility that the State could just limp along, the State could just limp along until 2018. 

John B:
It could happen. I wouldn’t be shocked. Just open the schools.

John D:
Yeah, keep doing three month budgets and six month budgets to make sure the schools are open.

John B:
I wouldn’t doubt it. 

00:26:08
Ken:
There was also this bizarre thing that was never as far as I know being discussed in the news or being discussed publicly, but all along there was some talk about some kind of a new kind of TIFF for transit and it passed.

John D:
As part of the State legislation, the State budget, right, right.

Ken:
And so then you have the Mayor at some point at the end of one of the press conferences saying, “And don’t forget, we’re going to build the Red Line, the Red Line extension from 95th Street.

John D:
Right.

John B:
Right.

Ken:
Where did that come from? I thought that project was dead. 

John B:
You know, and it was interesting to listen to him talk about this because he claimed, he put out a glowing news release about how this money will allow us to do things that have been talked about for generations, but have never… No one felt we were going to be able to accomplish these things, these TIFFs. All this money, it’s going to allow us to leverage all this federal money which we would have left on the table anyway and we’re going to do all this stuff. And then it’s we’re going to fix the north branch of the Red Line. We’re going to extend the Red Line south, which is like holy… This is like really? You’re going to do this? But then at the press conference, afterward at the end of the day he was talking about it and he talked a lot about rebuilding the north part of the Red Line. And he talked about the Purple Line and he talked about some other stuff, and he sort of mentioned the extension of the Red Line south. So we started asking, because all of us that was the big, we had been hearing about the rebuild of the northern part of the Red Line. For two years he has been taking credit for that you know, but you’re really going to extend it? How much money are you going to get to extend it? And he said, “Ah, you know,” and finally he said, “You guys are killing me. Give me a break.”
John D:
Well you’re doing your job.

John B:
Right, yeah, but it was like it’s going to allow us to start the land acquisition and that’s like what a…

John D:
For the south?

John B:
The south part.

John D:
Extend it from 95th?

John B:
From 95th to 130th allegedly, but I said, “Does the money you going to get from this are you going to be able to extend it to 97?” 

John D:
How far south to you go?

Ken:
See you’re killing him. You’re killing him.

John B:
You’re killing me here.

Ken:
All right guys. I think that’s where we’re going to have to draw it up for the day. We’ve run out of time here. I want to thank you both for being with us today. John Dempsey WLS, John Byrne Chicago Tribune. 

00:28:27
End
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