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It’s not every day that Alderman Ed Burke gets to gavel a big, busy city council meeting into adjournment, but that’s what he had to do yesterday to teach a couple of what Alderman  Austin called Little Newbies a few lessons in how process works in the august council. It was all about police, the cost of policing, respect for police and police training at city hall yesterday and it got pretty heated - we’ll try to sort some of it out on today’s show. And there’s been plenty of action at the Illinois legislature as this session winds to a close, including Governor Rauner demanding a return to the death penalty in exchange for stricter gun laws. And the ongoing saga of tragedy at the Illinois Veteran’s Home in Quincy.

And here to help us sort it all out..
Tony Arnold, WBEZ
Heather Cherone, the Daily Line
And Hal Dardick from the Chicago Tribune.

:01:14
Ken:
Heather Cherone’s making her first appearance here, managing editor at the Daily Line, and we’re happy to have you here. 
Heather:
Thanks for having me. 

Ken:
Our old buddy Tony Arnold from WBEZ, State House reporter and issues of State importance correspondent.

Tony:
Hey Ken.

Ken:
Glad to have you here. And Hal Dardick from the Chicago Tribune who has an announcement to make. You are changing jobs. 

Hal:
Well yeah I am, I’m moving…

Ken:
Don’t tell me WBEZ hired you. [Laughs] 

Hal:
They have hired a lot. 

Ken:
Everybody is working there.. It’s the great vortex.

Hal:
I’m moving at the Tribune to the Investigative Team from the City Hall Political Team, so all the aldermen told me to lose their phone number. 

Ken:
[Laughs] I’ll bet they did. I just can imagine all these aldermen saying, “Hal Dardick? But he knows about my…” Yeah. Wow. Well congratulations.

Hal:
Thank you.

Ken:
I hope we will be seeing some great stuff, and will you still come and do Chicago Newsroom given that you’re a big old investigative reporter?
Hal:
Yeah, because the fees are so high I can’t resist. [Laughs] 

Ken:
That’s right. You can’t avoid it. Well Heather you were there yesterday were you not?

Heather:
I was.

Ken:
Hal I guess was probably off in the Tribune tower somewhere.

Heather:
Yes, thinking lofty thoughts, yes.

Ken:
But you were still on the battle…

Heather:
Absolutely.

Ken:
It was weird.

Heather:
It was a very strange day that got progressively stranger as it went on. So the morning started with essentially dueling protests outside the council chambers. And what’s interesting is that on one side you have members of the police union who were there to basically call out Rahm Emanuel and accuse him of turning their back on the officers and exposing them to a political witch hunt. And on the other side you had a much larger crowd of people there to protest the $95-million new police training facility, which is backed by the Mayor and many of his allies on the council. They agreed though both want Rahm Emanuel out in 2019.
Ken:
That’s the one thing we can all agree on. [Laughs] 

Heather:
Absolutely.

Ken:
I shouldn’t say ‘we’ can all agree on, but all of these things. It’s really kind of weird that we are seeing dozens of people lining up to replace the Mayor. And it seems like it’s the one thing that everybody agrees on is that whatever it is it’s all Rahm Emanuel’s fault and he has to go. It’s just such a weird dynamic.

Heather:
That’s right. So in the Mayor’s race you’ve got Gary McCarthy on the Right basically saying that Rahm hasn’t been tough enough on crime and has been too tough on police officers. And then you have former Police Board President Lori Lightfoot saying that the Mayor hasn’t been tough on police misconduct and hasn’t done enough to stop crime using violence prevention measures. So that leaves the Mayor where he would like to say the middle, and that’s essentially how he responded to the dueling protests yesterday, to say I’m going to pursue reform but I’m going to find that middle ground.

00:04:17

Ken:
We do have to spend some time talking about this police training academy thing, because I find that to be such an interesting divide, a political and racial and class divide in the City of Chicago. But I mean first of all, Hal, Tony, were you guys shocked to see that the City Council voted yes on the Obama Presidential Library?

Hal:
Let’s just say I didn’t fall out of my chair at that particular moment. It’s favorite son, first African American President of the United States. And it’s going to they hope to bring lots of economic development to an area that could use it on the south side, although I’m always skeptical of the predictions of how much money it will generate and so forth. But the interesting thing is despite the fact that it was kind of a no-brainer I think in the aldermen’s’ mind to go ahead and approve that, is that there are people in that community who where the Library is going to go near Jackson Park that believe that it will harm them because they won’t have affordable places to live. That their property taxes will get too high as the values increase and so forth, and they try to get a community benefits agreement and don’t want this to happen without that. I think again, it shows the sort of dichotomies that the Mayor and the City are trying to navigate in terms of constituencies out there, and why there are so many people in this mayoral race.
Ken:
You brought that up and I think it is fascinating. I am always extremely skeptical when I see these projections of how many millions of people are going to come. They are talking about 700,000 visitors. And I actually pulled up the list of top attractions in Chicago. I was surprised to see actually that Lincoln Park Zoo is #1 at 3-million visitors a year. But MSI, the Museum of Science and Industry is no slouch at about 1.5-million, so their neighbor right next door is doing 1.5-million, so maybe 700,000 is not out of the question.

Heather:
Yeah, and what’s interesting is that question of a community benefits agreement is sort of one of the big unknowns. Alderman Leslie Hairston whose Fifth Ward will include the Center once it’s built has promised a neighborhood stabilization plan to address those sort of affordability issues and whether there will be some sort of property tax relief. What that plan actually entails is one of the big questions. And we should note that the City Council’s approval is sort of the first hurdle that the Center had to get over. It still has to undergo a federal review because the park is on the National Historic Landmarks list, and also there is already a lawsuit that is seeking to stop it. So it’s sort of the end of the beginning I think as one of the aldermen said yesterday.

00:07:23
Ken:
It’s a kind of crazy notion, but is this a thing where Donald Trump can get in the way or he can tell his committee that he wants them to give this a hard time?

Heather:
It would be hard-pressed to think that that’s a distinct possibility, but certainly the specter of President Trump lingered over yesterday’s council meeting. Alderman Howard Brookins said that you know, there’s no doubt that President Trump is doing whatever he can to sort of dismantle President Obama’s legacy, and Brookins cast yesterday’s vote as sort of a way to protect President Obama’s legacy and ensure that it’s never forgotten that President Obama is the first African American President of the United States.

Hal:
I don’t know why Trump would get in the way. So many nice things have been said about him here Chicago.

Ken:
And even yesterday.

Hal:
He’s got his honorary street sign. [Chuckles] And he never holds a grudge.
Ken:
But you know what though, most likely there’s probably nobody actually on that board because he hasn’t bothered to appoint anybody, so maybe it will take a long time for that to get through, I don’t know. Let’s just kind of switch around a little bit. Tony I want to get you involved in this thing. Try to explain to me if you will please why Governor Rauner suddenly came up with this idea to extend the waiting time for all firearms to like 72 hours. That’s not something I would expect of a Republican.

00:08:53
Tony:
Well out of all of the mass shootings that have been happening the legislature this year has been trying to address several different types of bills to get at the gun control issue, and one way that they did it was this 72-hour waiting period. And Governor Rauner’s response throughout the last several months has been well I don’t want to see just one plan; I want to see a comprehensive plan that’s getting at mental health, in addition to other issues. But that’s not typically – I mean with the way the legislature works everything passes a few times. It’s not all done at one time, so Rauner’s surprise announcement where he completely rewrote a bill to include bringing back the death penalty in specific instances in the cases of someone who kills a police officer and mass murderers which would be I think legally defined as anyone more than two people.


It was a surprise announcement. It gave him some tough on crime headlines that I don’t think he had had in a while. That’s not to suggest that this was all completely political, but this is not something that he’s talked about almost at all in his four years in the public eye developing policy in the State.

Ken:
It’s such a weird – well maybe it’s politically brilliant, I don’t know, but to sort of give the Left more than they thought they would be able to get, and to give presumably the Right the death penalty. But as a lot of people have been pointing out, and there have been a number of articles written about it, there really hasn’t been much of a groundswell from Republicans saying oh please bring back the death penalty. So I’m not sure where…

Tony:
It has a complicated history in this State. 

Ken:
It sure does, yeah.

Tony:
And in that people were wrongfully convicted and sitting on death row, so it can’t get more serious than that. So the fact that he is now bringing it up – you’re right, it hasn’t been talked about or discussed. They have been kind of relitigating in hearings in the House about how have the last few years been since it’s been outright banned in Illinois, not just a moratorium, but an outright ban. And you have some Republicans who I feel like have agreed with Rauner in some ways, but without saying outright they do agree with bringing this back. Certainly process-wise I don’t think any legislator likes to see the Governor completely rewrite a bill. They want to see a veto, so the fact that he went about it in this way means that it is probably not likely to go any further than where it has gone. I don’t think that that bill is coming back any time soon, but it has brought back the debate. I’ve seen editorials from the Catholic Church, from Scott Turow, the best-selling author, and so it’s kind of brought back the whole debate in this specific way. Once the legislature leaves though without really addressing this, which is what I expect to happen, then I don’t know how much further this really affects Governor Rauner’s re-election campaign.

00:12:11

Ken:
What is the legislative calendar here? The session ends…

Tony:
It’s not been a normal year in quite some time, but in theory they are supposed to be done by May 31st, which gives them as we sit here right now less than a week, about a week to wrap things up.

Ken:
When do they reconvene? It’s months from now, right?

Tony:
We will see if they do a budget. [Laughs] That’s a big question mark. There might not be a State budget. There might be this time, I don’t know, and so again, in theory if they stick to what they have right now they wouldn’t come back until after the election, so they have the whole summer and fall to do their work shaking hands at the metro stops.

Ken:
And then there’s this election thing coming up too, which should be interesting I suppose. Again, we’re kind of mixing up a whole lot of things here today. But wait, before we get off of that, there was one other quick thing I thought was really interesting. I saw that there is a lot of very interesting politics going on here, because Rauner did this presumably so that the Democrats would have to, if they wanted the gun control they would have to vote for the death penalty, which they don’t want. But it looks like that kind of was beginning to come apart, so did I read that yesterday one of his policy people kind of indicated to some committee that…? 

Tony:
Yeah, the Governor’s point person on this death penalty issue said that the Governor would be willing to sign off now on just the 72-hour wait period.

Ken:
Really?

Tony:
Just that measure.

Ken:
So give up the death penalty piece?

Tony:
That’s exactly right. That’s what he said. 

Ken:
And this is the Governor’s chief of policy?

Tony:
On this…yeah.

Ken:
So he would know?

Tony:
Right, you would think that he would know, and I think that there has been some discrepancy about whether the Governor actually believes that now after seeing how this debate has unfolded. He might have been talking out of school a little bit or just kind of talking off the cuff. It’s not exactly clear as I sit here whether that’s actually going to be passed or not.

Heather:
And what is interesting is that as unacceptable as the reinstatement of the death penalty is for most Democrats in the legislature that extended waiting period is also hotly opposed by sort of the very, like people like Jeanne Ives who of course ran against Governor Rauner in the primary. So you know, I would be surprised to see that sort of caucus vote in favor of that bill, which leaves sort of nothing happening.

Tony:
And it divides the Democratic caucus too, because downstate where it’s more rural people are more pro Second Amendment.

00:14:54
Ken:
So somebody explain this to me then, why did the Governor think it was such a good idea to sort of like put all of these lizards in one box and then put giftwrap on it?

Hal:
I would be surprised that it’s entirely political, that everything that is being done both of the City Council and the General Assembly at this point has some sort of political bend to it, that there are certain things have to be done in government to keep it moving, and I think the Obama Library wouldn’t move forward. But Alderman Ramirez-Rosa has attempted to delay the approval of the police academy when he knows that the Council has the votes was an attempt to up his progressive Left bona fide. I think the Governor is trying to heal a rift with the conservative Republicans in his party that don’t like his votes to broaden abortion rights, and at the same time put the Democrats in some sort of trick box, but I don’t think he expects that legislation to pass. 

Ken:
So how does this help him with his base if he’s got to serve all these Republicans downstate who are we presume largely very pro-gun, and he’s talking about a 72-hour waiting period? How does that work? 

Hal:
Yeah, I don’t know. [Laughs] 

Ken:
Investigate that.

Hal:
His calculation I think is that to reinstate the death penalty for a police officer, people that shoot and kill police officers or that commit mass murders is that that will appeal to the base, and that he doesn’t have to worry about the 72-hour thing passing because the whole package is sort of dead on arrival for any number of reasons. So he’s made his political statement and let’s move on.

00:16:55
Tony:
I think what I would add to that, which brings it back to City Hall is that for most of this year the debate about guns in Springfield has been about licensing gun stores, which hasn’t really been much of a discussion outside of anywhere but Illinois, and it’s been really pushed hard by the Mayor and the police superintendent, and it’s been adjusted a few times in Springfield. They have a few more Republicans than they had before, but it’s not clear if it has the Governor’s support still. And so this could be a way for Rauner to be, rather than waiting to see what the legislature sends him in terms of legislation of public safety, this is his way of trying to take control, or at least address some other policy besides just what is handed to him.

Heather:
It is also interesting that the most popular Republican governor in the country right now is Massachusetts Governor Baker, and he’s also sort of pushing a reinstitution of the death penalty that has seen sort of that poll very well. And I’ve seen it suggested that Rauner has sort of taken a peek from his fellow governors and tried to sort of thread that needle between being tough on crime, and yet open to gun control whether or not it actually passes.

Ken:
That is very interesting.

Hal:
Yeah. I don’t think any state in the union has a death penalty history nearly as [fraught] as ours, maybe Texas but that’s about it.

Ken:
That’s saying something. Okay, well we deferred our conversation about the police training academy, and I just think it’s one of the most interesting things going on right now. You have a Mayor who is saying I want to spend upwards of $100-million to build a really good high quality training facility for our, really our first responders. And the police are saying, “Yeah sure, but we want you out of office,” and activists are saying we want that money spent maybe a little bit more predictably. They are saying we want that money spent in the community, but everybody is just fighting.

Heather:
Yeah, and it goes back to the 2016 investigation of the Police Department by the Obama Justice Department that found that police officers were essentially leaving the training academy ill-equipped and unprepared to constitutionally police. And part of the problem was that the current training facility is near Whitney Young High School on the near west side and it is essentially falling apart. So one of the recommendations in that report was for the City to build a new training facility. Mayor Rahm Emanuel said, “Yep, we’re going to do that,” and part of the way it’s going to be funded is by the land sale of the land between Lincoln Park and Buck Town along the Chicago River, which is set to become a brand new fancy development known as Lincoln Yards. So the move yesterday would have made some sort of earmark in the proceeds of that sale toward the police training facility upwards of about $20-million or so. And that’s what Alderman Carlos Ramirez-Rosa and Alderman David Moore moved to block through a procedural move called ‘defer and publish’. So essentially what it does is that it gives any two aldermen the ability to put off a consideration of an issue until the next council meeting. But Alderman Ed Burke…

Ken:
Who has been around a while.

Heather:
I was going to say, did not sort of come unto that unprepared, and so immediately they scheduled a second meeting this week for tomorrow at 2:15, where they will be allowed to take up that issue.

00:20:37
Ken:
Wait, hold on now. Is that technically true? It’s the same meeting isn’t it?

Heather:
So according to the Clerk’s Office they adjourned and they will sort of go back at it tomorrow.

Ken:
They are just going to reconvene tomorrow.

Heather:
Right. Right.

Ken:
Ed Burke, I wouldn’t be surprised to find out that Ed Burke had deferred and published a few things himself in his career, right?

Hal:
Usually he’s got his wrangling done before it gets to that point. I think what’s interesting is with this administration, and I covered the Richard M. Daley administration too, is that when there was a D&P as they call it, they would wait a month and the Mayor would work the votes. And this Mayor is sort of, I think Ed Burke and the Mayor are on the same page here, his practice has been, “Well we will just call a meeting in two days because we’ve got to give 48 hours’ notice on the Open Meetings Act. We will do that and we will have another meeting.” And a lot of D&Ps have just withered on – their proposed D&Ps have withered on the vine because well what’s the point?

Ken:
There’s no point, yeah.

Hal:
There’s two days of it. And then Ramirez-Rosa, the other interesting thing is that same day, and they say it’s not related, gets booted from the Latino caucus. 

Ken:
That will teach him.

Heather:
I had a long conversation last night with Alderman Gilbert Villegas who is the Chair of the caucus and he went to…

Ken:
Hold on, wait a minute. When did this happen?

Heather:
Yesterday.

Ken:
The announcement was made by the caucus yesterday?

Heather:
It was made about an hour after the council meeting.

Ken:
But it’s not connected. And do you have any idea when this actually happened? When they took this vote?

Heather:
The caucus met yesterday.

Ken:
After the council meeting?

Heather:
Before the council meeting.

Ken:
Oh, before the council meeting.

Heather:
Yeah. And took that vote and then it was announced. Now, I mean it’s unprecedented for a caucus to expel a member, and Alderman Villegas told me that it was not related to the police academy issue, but that Alderman Ramirez-Rosa just did not attend the caucus meetings. The other members of the caucus were putting 100% in and he wasn’t, and that was why this move was made. They will meet again next month in a caucus, and Alderman Villegas said that they will give Alderman Ramirez-Rosa a chance to address the caucus.

Ken:
So they kind of did their own D&P.

Heather:
[Chuckles] But last night Alderman Ramirez-Rosa put out a statement saying that he had tried to work diligently with the caucus, and that he thought it was unfortunate that the caucus had expelled their only gay millennial member, which does not seem like he’s trying to rebuild any bridges of trust or friendship there. But it’s interesting, because let’s not forget Alderman Ramirez-Rosa was for a brief moment Daniel Biss’s Lieutenant Governor running mate.

Ken:
For a few hours.

Heather:
Those two parted ways relatively quickly over the issue of whether support for boycotting is real. He also sort of launched an aborted run for Congressman Gutierrez’s seat and then dropped out when it became apparent that Jesus Chuy Garcia was running away with it. So he has become really sort of a vocal point of a lot of the different controversies, because right now he is the only member of the council who is a member of the Democratic Socialists of America. There are many many candidates who have already announced runs for the council who align themselves with DSA, so it will be interesting to see what happens there.

00:24:07
Ken:
So…

Hal:
I think there’s two things going on, one is you can kind of see how independence when it’s shown in Chicago necessarily isn’t valued no matter who espouses it. And secondly, I think the other thing that’s going on is the City Council is kind of a club in some ways, whether they agree with each other or not, like the U.S. Senate is a club, and he’s not going to win the prom king award in that club for whatever reason.

Heather:
Well absolutely, and it opens himself up to reprisals from people like Alderman Carrie Austin who is the chairwoman of the Budget Committee and Alderman Emma Mitts whose Ward includes the proposed police training facility.

Ken: 
You reported on this this morning.

Heather:
Yeah, who basically says she is old-school and look, if you shoot at my dog I’m going to kill your cat.

Ken:
Yeah, I wrote that down. If you shoot my dog I will kill your cat.

Heather:
So it will be interesting to see what sort of retaliatory things are there, because several years ago Alderman Scott Waguespack who is the Chair of the Progressive Caucus, vehemently objected to ride-hailing regulations. And he moved for a D&P only to be told we are going to come back in two days, so if you want to do that that’s fine, and he backed down. Obviously Alderman Ramirez-Rosa chose a different way, and I should say he wouldn’t have been able to do it alone except for the support of Alderman David Moore. He is an alderman who represents parts of Englewood who is angry that the Mayor’s office had not provided as he requested a breakdown of how that $106-million from the land sale will be used, so that’s why he joined in the move.

00:25:55
Ken:
I have to say that again, reading your account of what David Moore said, it seems imminently reasonable to me, he said, “Yes, I’m for a police training academy. I’m not against it, but I would really like to see some of the numbers on this. Could you please provide them to me?” and they said, “Shut-up and vote.”

Hal:
Yeah, they don’t know how they are going to pay for the entire thing.

Ken:
They have no idea, right. This would have been $20-million which would be about 20% of it. 

Hal:
Right. And there’s some other money from the TIF District, but there’s not enough to pay for the $95-million cost, and you know it will go up higher. 

Ken:
Yeah, right.

Hal:
The other thing I think is worth pointing out is what Emma said, those are pretty harsh words, but…

Heather:
She was angry yesterday. 

Hal:
But there is the unwritten rule of aldermanic privoledge on the City Council, if the alderman in whose Ward something is happening gets to take the sentiment of the Ward and the residents there and make a decision, she made the decision that she believed her residents favored this and the potential economic development that would come with it. And a lot of the activists that oppose it are not residents of the Ward.

Ken:
But Emma Mitts was going to get the maintenance facility, right?

Heather:
No, she will get the police training facility.

Ken:
That’s right, I’m getting confused.

Heather:
Roderick Sawyer will get the moved maintenance yard.

00:27:15
Ken:
Right. Mitts gets the training facility, yeah. 

Heather:
Can we talk for a minute about Dave Moore?

Ken:
No, absolutely not.

Heather:
He had quite a day yesterday. He was the sole vote against the Obama Presidential Center. 

Ken:
Yes, yeah.

Heather:
And you could tell that it bothered Mayor Emanuel that it wasn’t unanimous, and he recounted a little bit.

Ken:
What kind of Mayor am I? I can’t even deliver a unanimous vote.

Heather:
He recounted a little bit of his phone call with President Obama and I appreciated Hal trying to fact-check them on Twitter, because if your mother says she loves you check it out, and the Mayor said it was 47 to 1. And apparently the former President responded, “Well who was that one?” And then they had some back and forth about at least the margin was wider than the recovery plan back in 2012 and that sort of thing. But that one vote is going to stick in the Mayor’s craw for a little while, and again, David Moore was consistent. The Obama Center will need somewhere in the neighborhood of $175-million in taxpayer money to move several roads to make the plan possible. And Alderman Moore’s point was, “Where is that money coming from? Am I going to have to give up road resurfacing or infrastructure projects in my Ward so that we can pay for this? And if that’s what the trade-off is I vote no,” so that’s what happened yesterday. Which is I think interesting because David Moore is a rookie alderman. He will be running if he chooses to to up for re-election for the first time in 2019, and it will be interesting to sort of have him answer those questions, because he will always be the one alderman who voted against the Obama Presidential Center, this native son, beloved Barack as I think he was referred to.

Ken:
Barack Obama will remember his name.

Hal:
And one wonders whether the newbies will be targeted, right?

Heather:
Right.

Tony:
I think this is quite a week for the President, also besides getting permission to build his Library, but also getting a huge Netflix deal.

Ken:
[Laughs] 

Tony:
He needs to bring those TV cameras to Chicago and film this, because this is all fascinating.

Heather:
It’s the greatest show.

Ken:
It’s still the greatest show on earth, yeah. We still haven’t actually though talked about the relative merits of this project, and I suppose that’s partly because we have no idea what this project is, this police training academy, right. I’m sure it will be a state-of-the-art facility. I am absolutely certain it will be 1,000 times better than the kind of rathole that they have now. But do we need a $100-million facility? Could we do it on $75-million, $60-million? Did it have to be at that location? 

00:30:09
Ken:
We had Lori Lightfoot on the show a while back before she announced, and she is opposed to it. And of course now we realize that she knew she was running for Mayor a lot earlier than she admitted at this table, but nevertheless she said she is opposed to it because she doesn’t like the location. She doesn’t think the location is appropriate, and I think I’ve read other people who have criticized it and said that it’s essentially… If you look at a Google map and you see this thing, I believe it’s where the old incinerator was back in the 80s or something. It’s just this piece of isolated land, and I think a lot of people are saying if you are going to build a police training academy you should build it in a community where the cadets are knitted into the community rather than like driving down one road into this place and driving back out of it again. Any thoughts on that?

Heather:
Well the Mayor said yesterday that his vision for it would be to sort of you know bring new life to that area, and once it’s built shops and stores would spring up around it to sort of serve people coming in and out, so  you’re going to have coffee chops and drycleaners to help people as they come and go. Those who oppose it say it sends a bad message that really the only investment on the south and the west side that the Mayor is willing to consider involves policing black and brown communities who say they…

Ken:
And truck maintenance.

Heather:
Who say they all are already over-policed and want that money spent on a host of different issues, including reopening the mental health clinics that the Mayor closed back in 2012, which was something we heard repeatedly yesterday.

Hal:
They are using it to highlight some of the places where he has cut spending – mental health clinics, school programs, closing schools, things of that nature that point out that they don’t think the priorities are right. What I do think is interesting is Lori Lightfoot has also talked about the process, not just the location, and the fact that we didn’t get a lot of buy-in as is typical in this administration. Things are decided up on the fifth floor and then they decided to build support for it, which maybe wasn’t the best way to go about it if you were thinking long-term politically.

00:32:30
Ken:
Well we always have that issue of process don’t we? That was one of the great criticisms of Richard M. Daley, all the decisions are made with a small group of people sitting around the table and then they announce it.

Hal:
But I do think that there is certainly as you say a tremendous need for a new training facility and this would be for fire too I believe. If you want your police to be professional, you want them to reform at the same time you have to properly train them and you know, give them what they need to become those kinds of professionals that you want them to aspire to, aspire to be.

Ken:
I saw some of this first-hand when I worked for the City of Chicago and was working in the television unit over there, and we often did videos at the fire training and the police training places, and it was just unbelievable. You couldn’t believe that a City of this size would have such a kind of a cramped and outdated sort of facility. I was doing that in the 90s and aughts, so it hasn’t gotten any better that’s for sure. And I can’t imagine, you would have to be pretty extreme to believe that we don’t need to build a new facility, but that doesn’t denigrate the people that are protesting it because there are so many unknowns about the way it’s being done.

Heather:
And it’s important to point out that the City has already purchased the land for the policy facility, and Alderman Ramirez-Rosa was the only alderman to vote against that at a City Council meeting that featured another beloved son of Chicago, Chance the Rapper, who spoke out against it. But you know, the Mayor said quite clearly yesterday that he doesn’t expect a single vote to change yesterday to Friday. 


Another thing that we should mention about the police training academy is that the Mayor intends to name it for Commander Paul Bower, who was of course slain in downtown Chicago. And if there is a better example of Mayor Emanuel’s mantra of never letting a crisis go to waste, I think that that is a really clear example of it. Because there is so much pain still about Commander Bower’s death that I think makes it even more difficult to oppose something like the training facility.

Hal:
Yeah, and Governor Rauner is citing his name in terms of reinstating the death penalty, so yeah, a lot of emotion there. The facility in the museum – it’s not really a museum, it’s a presidential center, I think, I will highlight what this Mayor is trying to navigate seven years into his tenure, and as he says, he’s trying to go down the middle, and whether he can do that and succeed and hold that middle together as he’s being attacked from the left and the right is going to be a fascinating process to watch.

Ken:
Yeah. He’s kind of pulling a Dwight Eisenhower or something. I remember that famous thing about I walk down the middle of the road and people on both sides throw stones at me, or something like that. Tony we really have to get an update on the Veteran’s facility in Quincy. The latest thing that you guys have discovered is that one of the patients there appears to have died during this horrible epidemic, and might have been in her room for 48 hours before anybody discovered her. 

00:36:09
Tony:
Right. So this is the story of Delores French. She was living at the Veteran’s home in an independent living building and her husband who needed more care was in a separate building, so she was healthy other than the fact that she was deaf. We had reported when we first began this investigation and found out that there were families of some of the victims of the Legionnaire’s disease outbreak at the Quincy Veteran’s Home, her story and how the coroner had found that there was severe decay in her body when she was discovered. In the hearings and the legislative hearings that came out of those initial stories the Director of Veteran’s Affairs ended up saying there’s documentation showing that that is not true. We asked to see that documentation and were told ‘no’, so the family of Delores French asked to see the documentation. They said, “Okay, but give us $100.” So they took the documentation and gave it to my colleague Dave McKinney who ended up writing that story saying that it turns out that there is documentation that shows that they visited Delores French’s room but she wasn’t there. It’s just that that was written after the body was found. And so the rules say that there needs to be record-keeping in this environment up-to-date, not written after the fact.

Ken:
That’s actually significant. I mean that’s a really significant thing. Once it was known that there was a story out there then somebody went in and entered, and I guess corrected or changed the electronic record.

Tony:
We don’t know. We don’t know what happened frankly. But the Director of the Veteran’s Affairs, who is now the former Director of Veteran’s Affairs, she has since resigned, actually she had told lawmakers that what they read on WBEZ was not true. But we have now documentation that shows, and experts who review this kind of thing and look at this type of documentation to say that something is not right in how they’ve documented what happened to Delores French.


So this is an ongoing issue that is all coming at a time now as we said earlier that the legislature is about to wrap up and they are addressing several pieces of legislation specific to the Quincy Veteran’s Home and outbreaks of Legionnaire’s disease within State-run veteran’s homes of which there are four. They are trying to build a fifth one on the northwest side of the City. We will see if that ever happens. But there’s legislation out there about when notifying families or next of kin along with residents within 24 hours of an outbreak, because we found that in the 2015 outbreak the State knew that they had an epidemic on their hands, but waited six days before notifying the public. 


And then there’s another piece of legislation that the families that are now suing the State for neglect, there are 11 over the death of their loved ones in these outbreaks, the State law caps what they can earn from suing the State at $100,000 and there’s legislation that’s being debated now in Springfield about raising that cap.

00:39:39
Ken:
It’s a real tribute to you and Dave and the station and the work that you’ve done that so much legislation is now in the hopper that this wasn’t even a story until you guys started working on it, so congratulations on that. But there’s also, of course there’s politics. [Chuckles] There’s actually politics in this. What is it, Governor Rauner is asking for $245-million right to rebuild the whole facility and the Democrats are saying, “Yeah, right, we’ll give that to you.” What did they say, we are going to write you a blank check? Hardly.

Tony:
There’s a lot of skepticism from the Democrats, publicly at least, saying how can we trust you to spend this and oversee this project when we don’t know that you’ve done that well for the last 2½ years that this has been going on. There’s been repeated outbreaks. The residents there, there’s a big question about whatever passes it’s going to take time to build Rauner’s plan out to five years to build a new building, rip out the plumbing and move some residents to a nursing home down the street. So I think there’s some questions about what is immediately going to be done. There were more people who got sick earlier this year back in February just after Governor Rauner had lived there for a week. So I think there’s some questions about what’s going to be done in the interim in addition to whether on the politics side as you said where’s the money going to come from to pay for this project that the Governor wants to do and how does that fit in to the overall State budget drama that’s currently going on. You’re right, that is politics, but I don’t know that either side really wants to be seen and get in the way of something substantial being done at this facility.

Ken:
Yes. And of course the Democrats are figuring that they are kind of imagining Governor Pritzker opening the new facility, and so they are just not really all that – they are not in the mood for being real cooperative.

Tony:
Well he’s got to win first.

Ken:
Well, there’s that. There is always that.

Heather:
Minor details.

Ken:
Minor details, yeah. Have we missed anything? It’s been a week. Hearing no other suggestions I think maybe we can pull an Ed Burke and just adjourn this sucker. What do you say?

Tony:
Come back in two days.

Hal:
Making us come back.

Ken:
Come back on Friday at 2:45 and we will reconvene. All right, well thank you all so much. It’s been really a pleasure having you all here and it’s just been a really complicated week to try to understand. 

00:42:23
End
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