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w/Bob Fioretti

Ken:
It is with great interest today that we invite to our table the former 2nd Ward Alderman and the aforementioned mayoral candidate Bob Fioretti. 
Bob F:
Good to be here.
Ken:
Thank you so much for being here.
Bob F:
Thank you.
Ken:
It’s just a pleasure to have you here. As with all the candidates we’ve got a lot to cover.
Bob F:
Should I just yes no? [Laughs] 
Ken:
Could you please [00:02:43 confirm] your answer for 45 seconds.
Bob F:
[Chuckles] Right.
Ken:
You know I understand that there is a place for that I really do, but I mean I don’t know if you feel the same way I do. I know everybody’s answer to the ten questions right, so it’s like how about we try to break out of that?
Bob F:
What’s interesting is you know I got in this race because I was not hearing from the candidates talking about the real issues, and you know we can talk about what they are but what were the solutions? Crime, education, this budget problem. I got into the race and now what I’m hearing is they parrot my answers. I was at the Women’s Forum the other day and one of the candidates down the line there exactly what I’ve been saying on crime, exactly what I’m saying. All the reform measures that they talk about I’ve introduced to the city council. Most of these people half of them were against me on those reform issues that they are now embracing and the other half stood silently in the weeds and said nothing and now they are embracing the same ideas.
00:03:48
Ken:
You’ve seen the frickus that broke out over the Channel 32 debates, right?


Bob F:
Pure nonsense on Channel 32. I mean I don’t know what poll they are looking at but the polls are changing every day. I do know that the Burke 4 are all within a certain range. Willy [00:04:05] is next. I’m 6th right now. I’ve moved up dramatically in the last two weeks and people all around the city are reacting to my candidacy. I don’t know about the other ones but I do hear when I’m on the North Side, South Side, West Side about that people are going to vote for me, so I feel good.
Ken:
If you had the chance to just go one on one on like a half-hour TV debate with somebody who would it be? Who would be your top two or three candidates you would love to debate?
Bob F:
You know it’s unfortunate because again I’m hearing the reform ideas that I’ve talked about that they are all embracing, whether it’s term limits, smaller city council, getting rid of aldermanic privilege, making sure that we have an ethically responsible government. I mean I have the integrity and I have the experience in City Hall and I know how to get things done, so I look at it and I don’t see any of the candidates that can come up to match me on what we can do here.

00:05:05
Ken:
I guess we do have to start with what’s in the news these last couple of days, in the last week or so specifically, the Burke Danny Solis Victor Reyes dust-up.
 
Bob F:
Burke who? [Laughs] And that’s the reaction from those. 
Ken:
You’ve never heard of Alderman Burke.
Bob F:
Well Alderman Burke was the one person who really stood up and opposed me on every reform measure. In 2010 when I talk about changes to the pension system and stop taking pension holidays Ed Burke got up on the City Council after I spoke, “We were forced to take pension holidays.” I’m sitting in my chair and I’m like, “Forced by who?” and then he goes on a litany of everything. “We are?” as I’m sitting there. I mean you know if we had done a lot of changes in 2010 then we wouldn’t have been in this fiscal mess that we talk about now. And let’s be frank, he’s been the chairman of the Finance Committee from since the 90s. Our credit ratings have gone down. Our pension – debt has gone up and he’s become very rich in that position. I mean he’s the only one that has benefited in the City Council.
Ken:
Well you know this is interesting to me because obviously Danny Solis has been around a while too and he was a very influential alderman with zoning and so forth. But one of the characters that has come out in the last few days is Victor Reyes and Victor Reyes during your time I think would have been the head of IGA, right, Intergovernmental Affairs?
Bob F:
No, he wasn’t there then.


Ken:
He wasn’t. So was it before you?
Bob F:
During the remap in some of the discussions you would have assumed that he was in charge of the Hispanic caucus and doing what needed to be done.
Ken:
Well he started out with HDO, right?
Bob F:
Yes he did, which was a corrupt Democratic organization anyway. Well ‘H’ stood for Hispanic Democrat.
Ken:
Not the CDO the HDO.
Bob F:
Yes, but it was a corrupt organization. A lot of people went to prison off of it. The scandals were well-known and it was set up by Richard Daley to help them.
Ken:
So you are saying that when this remap that we talk about that happened in 2011 – no, 2015, I’m sorry, in the midpoint of Rahm Emanuel’s thing, that Victor Reyes was a part of that.
Bob F:
Well Victor Reyes.
Ken:
You think that he had something to do with you being mapped out?
Bob F:
Oh he had a lot to do with it. Yes he did. But you see what happened in the 2nd Ward in the areas that we’re in now that went to, and the North when they moved me all the way up North my ward, the historic black ward was chopped up for about five or six different wards, and a large portion of that went to Danny Solis and a large portion went to Walter Burnette, people who will never challenge a developer. I think the whole aim was to make sure that development went the way the developers wanted and the campaign contributions went to the aldermen. I think you may know that I made a pledge when I first ran not to accept developer money. I turned back $100,000 in my first year, but some of these things that we see that Danny Solis was ruling on down here it was all campaign contributions.
Ken:
By down here you mean?
Bob F:
In the 62 acres over at Roosevelt and Clark. 
00:08:48
Ken:
We are talking about two different things here. Roosevelt and Clark is the so-called 78.


Bob F:
Right. It is 62 acres.
Ken:
It’s 62 acres but it’s called the 78 because it’s the 78.
Bob F:
The new community, yes.
Ken:
But it hadn’t really occurred to me until recently when all those stories came out that that happens to be in Danny Solis’ ward, right?
Bob F:
Right, which was my ward.
Ken:
He is the head of the Zoning Committee.
Bob F:
Which was my ward, yes.
Ken:
So you had that space. You had that before the remap.
Bob F:
Yes. 
Ken:
So you hard parts of what’s now Lincoln Yards and you had…? I’m so confused.
Bob F:
They moved it all the way up the new 2nd Ward and then they gave me control of that new 2nd Ward for zoning purposes. It happened midway during the term.
Ken:
Oh, that’s right, that’s right.
Bob F:
I should be representing the people who elected me.
Ken:
I just finally got this. I just finally understood this that yes, because it was the 2010 Census, so it was technically the 2010 remap that didn’t happen until about what – 2013 or something?
Bob F:
Right. It should not have gone into effect until the next election, but what they did was halfway through they said everybody [00:10:06] in charge. A letter came from I think Mel and Burke, maybe Solis was on it saying, “Oh it’s going to go into effect now.” One day Danny Solis showed up at a meeting with a developer who wanted some minor things which turned out to be very major later on, and I said, “What are you doing here?” He said, “Well I got a call that I should be here by the developer.” I said, “You did?” He said, “Yes. You know things are going to happen soon.” I said, “Well this is only going to be a one-year project and the remap doesn’t take effect until a couple of years down the line.” He said, “No, we’re planning on doing it soon.” So you know…
Ken:
Yes, I remember that now. Yeah.
Bob F:
This whole thing was contrived to deprive all the voters of the new 2nd Ward and the old 2nd Ward of their Democratic values of voting for an alderman. And at the same time I think it was meant to help developers not listen to the community and they forced that upon them.
00:11:14
Ken:
I have an odd feeling that a lot of our viewers are kind of just completely lost.


Bob F:
Yes.
Ken:
And the reason for that is because, well just the arcaneness of redistricting the Chicago wards, but the 2nd Ward thing was just outrageous beyond anything that we’ve seen in a long time. Let’s sort of if it’s possible just give me kind of a general idea of what your original 2nd Ward was. It went all the way down to Roosevelt and Clark?
Bob F:
No, it went down at 37 Prairie Calumet Giles, way into Bronzeville.
Ken:
Down south into Bronzeville.
Bob F:
And then it came up along the lake front McCormick Place, Soldier Field. It stopped at Jackson at that point at the Sears Tower. It took this area in here which is the medical district but at the same time it kept going far west. Once it hit Western it bloomed all the way through and then by the time it hit California it was lake to beyond the expressway to Roosevelt. 
Ken:
Wow. Kind of a backwards sea shape. 
Bob F:
Yes. 
Ken:
So you start out way down south and come up through McCormick Place and then go out west.
Bob F:
Yes.
Ken:
But the 2nd Ward that was redrawn isn’t even a good word, the creation of a new 2nd Ward had almost nothing to do with the original one, right?
Bob F:
No.
Ken:
And we are all familiar with it, well those of us who care about these things are familiar with what a crazy shape thing it is now.
Bob F:
Right.
Ken:
It’s been called the lobster because it’s got this big blob and then these kind of tentacles that go down. So you actually were the alderman of that crazy ward for a while.
Bob F:
Yes I was.
Ken:
I had forgot that.
Bob F:
And the only way I can spend the so-called menu money was I viewed it constitutionally. Some of the other colleagues spent money on their new portions that they took over but to help the people who elected me. The only thing I had up on the new 2nd Ward was the authority over zoning, which was as crazy as it can get. I mean I look back on what the City Council did. It deprived voters. Not only was it illegal in the first instance but it just cut the heart out of all these citizens to do what the politicians wanted instead. It was a political move and that’s all it was.
00:13:56
Ken:
All right, so we’ve spent a lot of time on this but I think it’s really important to set the scene of how you come into all of this. So in 2015 you can no longer really run for alderman because well A) you don’t live in the ward anymore.


Bob F:
Right.
Ken:
And B) even if you wanted to move into the ward I mean it’s an entirely different constituent.
Bob F:
They issued a letter that said even though I didn’t live in that new ward I can run in that new ward, but then the next time if I wanted to I would have to then move up there and I said, I’m like I’m not going to play this game. I remember the night before the map came out no alderman really had seen the map until about 25 minutes before City Council occurred and they voted for it.
Ken:
I bet Ed Burke had seen it.
Bob F:
Ed Burke, Mel and maybe one other one had seen it and the mayor. What happened was I got a call at about 10:35 and they said, “Which ward do you want to live in, the 27th Ward or 28th Ward?” I said, well I gave them some words I know I can’t use on this show, but I said, “I’m not playing that game with my constituents. I’m not playing that game with the people of this city. I mean do what you think.” Well they ended up with the 28th Ward, one precinct jumping the expressway and I live in the 28th Ward where my home is now. So I look back and the whole thing is corrupt. I mean that’s the only way to describe it.
Ken:
Well that’s an entirely separate discussion is how we draw our districts in this country nationally and locally, but Chicago is an especially creative case.
Bob F:
Yes it is.
00:15:44
Ken:
We’ve seen it happen for a long time. So let’s be clear about this Ed Burke thing. Has Ed Burke done fundraisers for you? I’m asking everybody this. 
Bob F:
No.
Ken:
Have you ever received money directly from Ed Burke?
Bob F:
I don’t know if I have. I don’t look at my campaign contributions. I mean Ed Burke and I have always been at best in arm’s length. As I said earlier he opposed me on every reform measure that I brought up before the City Council including disclosure of if you have a conflict of interest you shouldn’t be in the Council when we’re voting on it. You can’t be in the committee room which probably would have disqualified him from being chairman of the Finance Committee. Ed Burke is Ed Burke and he does what he does.
Ken:
And I’m curious about your relationship today with Rahm Emanuel. It’s been kind of all over the map. You have been one of the fiercest critics of Rahm Emanuel and yet you endorsed him the last time around.
Bob F:
I sat three one-hour meetings with him, three one-hour meetings with Chuy. I think the… The day I, and it was a gut-wrenching issue for him and I can always say I will sit on the sidelines, but there was one singular issue and it was the finances. Chuy will be a great legislator for us and I think it’s going to turn out even better that he is a congressman to help bring funds into the city and work with our set of city congressman, especially with like Mike Quigley and he can bring in funds into this city. And again, it was that sole issue on finances. I said it that day. He and I disagree on 99.9% of where we stand.
Ken:
You and Chuy Garcia?
Bob F:
No, me and Rahm. 
Ken:
Oh Rahm, okay. 
Bob F:
But we were in fragile state. We are even in a more fragile state today because we have to come up with really whoever gets sworn in on May 15th by September 1st has to find really 400-million new dollars. And you know we can’t raise property taxes anymore. It’s driving people out. We need to bring people into this city and invite them to live here.
00:18:10
Ken:
Well that kind of gets me circling back to what we were talking about at the very beginning that one of my frustrations with the necessity I guess for brevity in these conversations within our job interviews with all of you is that this really deep issue of finance it just gets turned into kind of talking points. Like well we can’t push the can down the road anymore or something like that. What you said is true. We cannot put any more pressure on property taxes but we do have these bills and they are coming due and they are going to come due no matter what. And so I turn to you, on your first day you’re going to have to deal with this. What are you going to do on your first day as mayor to try to put this debt down?
Bob F:
Well first of all I pledge to have town hall meetings on the budget. At the same time I’m going to have ward meetings throughout the city. I will have every – there’s 50 wards until we make a smaller City Council, but I will have one throughout the year in each ward. I think first of all six years ago I proposed a commuter tax, 1% of a commuter tax on people that live in Indiana, Wisconsin and the suburbs. They come into this city to work and they can write it off on their federal income taxes. It would generate $300,000-million. All that would have to go to the pension fund. That’s a measure of equality, a justice and they come into this city they want safe streets, good streets, ambulance services, fire, the whole bit. You know and where do they spend their money? They go back to wherever their homes are and they pay property taxes in those suburbs, those counties, those different states. They don’t spend it here, the vast majority. I am not in favor of raising any more taxes on anybody in the City of Chicago and we have to look at ways to close this gap. Video poker, so that’s 300-million. Video poker would probably bring in about $75-million at this point. 

Ken:
You still believe that?
Bob F:
Oh yes.
Ken:
The evidence seems to be going in the other direction, right?
Bob F:
No, but you read the SunTimes article I mean there’s certain start-up costs and what needed to be done and now it’s on the rise. We’ve got cities all across this state that are using video poker to help their revenues. You know I think it was a little bit faulty on the article that was written in the SunTimes. If we can’t find another 25-million to crunch the budget at this point then we’re in trouble. We have a $10.2-billion budget. This year it’s $400-million. The next year 600, 800 then a billion. We will be paying in four years into our pension fund $2-billion. We’re going to have to work with the state and we’re going to have to work with DC on some legislative agendas to bring money in to help bring that down.
Ken:
You mean work with the state and with the feds to give us more money to help retire then?
Bob F:
Yes.
Ken:
Where do you stand on constitutional amendments and trying to limit the benefits to existing pensions?
Bob F:
Do you want me to laugh? Because – and Rahm proposed, it was my first meeting that I went to since I was no longer an alderman on December 12th and what I heard was he proposed I’ll call it the four C’s – cannabis, casinos, cash, and a constitutional amendment. The constitutional amendment let’s say it happens because it will take three or four years to get that approved by the voters, but let’s say we’re three years down the line, if I started with the city today and the governor signs this constitutionally-approved by the people amendment tomorrow it won’t affect me. So I’m going to be working for the city 20 or 30 years and I’m going to have another 20 or 30 years of a pension benefit, so who is kidding who on what it’s going to do? It doesn’t work that way. It’s a red herring thrown out there.
Ken:
I see. So your position on it is it’s just not…


Bob F:
It’s not even worth consideration.

Ken:
It’s not worth the bother because it is a red herring. 
Bob F:
Yes.
Ken:
But now one of the things that Rahm Emanuel is talking about is trying to, and I confess to not really fully understanding this stuff and I think that’s part of the benefit it has is that most of us don’t understand it. But in some way or another to sell some of the pension debt, monetize that, I don’t know, skim the top off of the profits and use that to pay off the rest of the pension. I don’t understand it but they are called pension obligation bonds. You?
Bob F:
If we want to kick the can down the road further another ten or 20 years so be it but that’s all that does and it really puts at the end… 
Ken:
It doesn’t retire any of the debt?
Bob F:
No it doesn’t, and in fact the impact is more devastating you know. It hurt those that are left in the city in ten or 20 years and it will just crush them at that point.
00:23:43

Ken:
We got off of the whole Lincoln Yards thing and I want to stay with it for just a moment longer. Just the concept of Lincoln Yards and what your sense of it is and what it’s going to cost us. I mean the latest numbers I’m hearing is that the TIF funds alone on that are going to be $1.1-billion. Of course those are going to go to things like building, well they say building bridges and roads and the assets that belong to the city. But nevertheless I would like to take a higher up view look from the sky at this. Does Chicago want or need that kind of development?
Bob F:
I haven’t look at the wind studies, shadow studies or traffic studies because I don’t think any have really been done in this area. I think the people that live here and near that area understand how congested it will be at this point. There’s really no transportation options in that area. There really is no schools so what are we building? A city without a structure really and it’s our taxpayer money that’s going to help this developer. They can fend for themselves. It’s another scheme and it’s another payoff scheme as the mayor is leaving office to help his friends and that’s all this is.
Ken:
You know there’s something about me that I find kind of exciting about the idea that I’m living in a city that’s so dynamic that with all its problems developers still want to do mega projects in our city and I think that’s really, there’s something about that that’s kind of cool I have to say.
Bob F:
Yeah, because they benefit in mega dollars, yes. Yes.
Ken:
I mean I’m saying that that says to me there is still something healthy about our city that it is still seen as being a good place to go and make a fast buck doing this kind of thing. But that aside the idea that we seem to be racing to make the commitment to get this all done does have a little bit of a whiff of the parking fee fiasco to it. I mean it’s just like it’s okay, don’t worry. Everything is all right, just sign here.
Bob F:
I think it even gets to be worse because a parking meter was a lot of paperwork. We were promised to have buckets that money would still be utilized today and all 75 [00:26:08 years] but it turned out to be false because people were lied to including me. 
Ken:
You voted for it didn’t you?
Bob F:
Yes I did.
Ken:
You must regret that.
Bob F:
I do because I spent five… And I hear one of the candidates who is running for mayor and she says, “Well I voted against it.” I remember when she got up and said, “I didn’t have enough time to analyze this deal.” We were talking about that for 14 months and we knew it, but it was during the recession also. But to move on to the topic of Lincoln Yards you know they are just pushing this through. It seems like everything moves on their game plan. All of a sudden a stadium is here and it’s out and the aldermen are saying, “Go ahead, it’s okay. We can do that.” No public input? This mega project should have taken not just two meetings but five or ten even to have real input from the public.
00:27:07
Ken:
Do you believe that Brian Hopkins is managing this the way the aldermen who ends up being the aldermen of pretty much this whole thing is he doing a good job?


Bob F:
No, I don’t think so and he’s unopposed so it makes it easy to side with the [00:27:21 alders].
Ken:
How did that happen by the way? How did he become unopposed?
Bob F:
I don’t know. I mean people are all wondering and shaking their head too, but it happens. [Chuckles] 
Ken:
It does happen. I mean as we said from the beginning it’s sort of like here you are this guy who has been criticizing the budget. We don’t need him messing around with this Lincoln Yards thing. Let’s see what we can do. So anyway, let’s just talk a little bit about, I don’t like to spend a lot of time on this kind of stuff but your own finances. I mean you’ve only got according to the state records you’ve got like $520,000 in the… 
Bob F:
600-plus. It’s close to 700.

Ken:
But 500 of that came from Buddy Guy.
Bob F:
Yes it did. Yes it did.
Ken:
Was his place in your ward? 
Bob F:
In the ward it was, but I knew him before I was elected. I have to tell you I’m really humbled.
Ken:
I’m sure you are. He’s kind of your Chance the Rapper if you don’t mind my being lib about it. [Laughs] 
Bob F:
Well I don’t think I’m going to have Chance the Rapper’s…especially in light of the new allegations that have come out against his favorite candidate, but I am really humbled by it. I mean we have talked for years even before I was the alderman about a vision for this city. He said he was going to send over a check and I was speechless. 
Ken:
Yeah. I had no idea that he was so civically engaged. I mean I’m sorry for not knowing that but I didn’t see him as being one of those kind of people who have like a vision for the city and all that.
Bob F:
When you talk to him he does have a… I mean he’s sort of like the way my dad came up and what happened here in this city. My dad only made it to 7th grade and he was an immigrant my dad but he came up from the south. He believes in promoting young people. He believes in making sure young people get a good education, that at the same time that they work hard and give back to the community and that’s what Buddy Guy is all about. The legion of people that he has helped in the music industry and otherwise is unbelievable. And again, I am so so… I choke up about it.

00:29:58
Ken:
I have to say that one of the things, and I certainly don’t mean to be rude about this, but one of the things that I haven’t understood about your campaign so far is that I can’t get a fix on who your constituents are. 
You know if you look at Amara Enyia, you can go down the list, Bill Daley, you can say well this cohort would be his or her natural supporters and stuff. I don’t quite get a fix on you. Who are your supporters? 
Bob F:
It’s the people that are being squeezed out of this city – black, white, brown, people that can’t make it anymore. People that are being pushed to the end because of their taxes. You know my campaign numbers are low because I don’t accept money from developers. I don’t accept money from lobbyists. Somewhere along the line I realize that all these people that were coming into my office were lobbyists. City Hall is controlled by lobbyists and I fought against them from day one. When I had my ward night every Monday I had a sheet that you would fill out and while you are sort of here and are you a registered lobbyist? It was always surprising to see that check box. You know I’m fighting to bring control of City Council and the City Hall back to the people of this city and they are the people that are voiceless. All the other candidates are part of this political structure. I don’t think any of them aren’t at this [time] and they’ve got big money behind them. 
Ken:
You’ve had some good help from Mayor Emanuel though, right? That thing over at Manny’s, right?
Bob F:
He didn’t help me.
Ken:
He didn’t?
Bob F:
No.
Ken:
I thought he gave you some financial support.
Bob F:
I wish he would have because if he did I would never be running. He never gave me a money.
Ken:
Okay.
Bob F:
Yeah, he shows up at a fundraiser that I had and said 2-cents, that he said 2-cents, didn’t give me 2-cents.

Ken:
I’m just looking at press reports that I’ve seen about it and here you are standing with him at Manny’s.
Bob F:
That was started by a few of the union people and I know who they were on that morning saying oh yeah, I got bought off. They were all saying they were going to buy me off. I’m not bought you know.
Ken:
Well looking at your numbers I would say… [Laughs] 
Bob F:
Right. It’s hard when you’re going to take small contributions and when you’re on the phone to ask for a few dollars here and a few dollars there and that’s humbling in and of itself too.
00:32:34
Ken:
And by the way thanks for doing this because I know that one of the things you had scheduled for today was Dialing for Dollars.


Bob F:
Yes.
Ken:
You’re doing this instead of Dialing for Dollars.
Bob F:
Right.
Ken:
I do very much appreciate that. Okay, let’s get off of this stuff and talk about some of the really major issues.
Bob F:
Like the White Sox and Cubs? [Chuckles] 

Ken:
Well the Cubs now there’s an interesting issue, huh? I mean just that alone. So that’s where all your hot dog money went. It’s all going to support the President of the United States.
Bob F:
Oh my goodness, yes. 
Ken:
That’s a different discussion I suppose.
Bob F:
Right.
Ken:
Elected school board let’s start there. 
Bob F:
Okay.
Ken:
Elected school board. 
Bob F:
I drafted the ordinance and put it on as a referendum. I gave it to one of the other alderman. We had had signatures on it. He got to the other alderman’s office and he was told to wait wait wait.
Ken:
We’ve got to figure out the other three questions. [Laughs] 
Bob F:
He got past the 11 o’clock and we couldn’t put it on the ballot. I am in favor of an elected school board. I always have been. 
Ken:
Philosophically why is an elected school board for Chicago better than other models? Why?
Bob F:
I think we are one of the few throughout the country and major cities that do not have an elected school board. We are the only one in the State of Illinois that does not have an elected school board. Do I think it’s going to solve all the problems overnight? No, it won’t but we need to have the voice of the constituents in there and involved.
Ken:
So you are in the 100% elected camp?
Bob F:
Yes I am.
Ken:
None of this hybrid stuff for you.
Bob F:
No, no. But we need a vision on where education should go, how we promote our kids. When I say elevate them in terms of academic studies and what we need to do, how we get rid of the income inequality issues within our school system, how we help the homeless kids. When I started as alderman and ended we had 20,000 homeless kids in our school system. How do we teach them when they have to go to a home somewhere every night that’s different? We’ve got challenges and so we have to meet them head-on. 
Ken:
And an elected school board does that how?
Bob F:
No, I think we need a long-term range and so like I said, it won’t solve our problems neither financially or education-wise but we’ve got to bring educational opportunities throughout the whole of our city including – and I’ve said it over and over again since ‘07 as we were starting to close them, we need trade schools, we need vocation schools.
00:35:32

Ken:
Yeah, I think that is becoming a really major issue. What about the idea that Rahm Emanuel had to kind of rethink the colleges and make them more like training academies? Was that a good step? 
Bob F:
When I heard about it the first time I thought it was a bad step. They were getting rid of all the nursing program at Olive-Harvey. They were going to take all the students in that area, take a bus to come to Malcom X, same thing because there is some intertwineness between them. I thought it was a ridiculous idea because people aren’t going to travel that [00:36:09 high]. Enrollment is down in the city colleges. Same thing when – and it’s been declining for 15-20 years, so I thought it was a bad idea. 
Ken:
So you’re saying the way it was rolled out.
Bob F:
Centralization, yes.
Ken:
This idea of doing clusters of things was a bad idea but the idea of changing the emphasis to make it more career-oriented was probably not a bad idea?
Bob F:
Oh I think it… I have for all 14 hours from Olive-Harvey that I’ve utilized to go to U of I and they were all transferable, all the courses that I took at the time. I think our community college system, our city college system has an important role of keeping educational costs down for working class people so we can move on to a four-year degree if we so desire.
00:37:08
Ken:
One of the things that has been a frequent topic of discussion on this program is the incessant move forward on the part of the management of Chicago public schools to attempt to privatize everything they can get their hands on. And that appears to me to have been – it’s my opinion it’s an experiment that has not succeeded. Where do you stand on that? Do you think that in general the idea of privatizing like engineers and all that stuff was a bad idea?


Bob F:
The problem is it gave… I did sponsor the resolution and was cosponsoring a resolution that had a hearing on all these issues. We said it was bad then and I still think that the way it was handled, who got the contract, the oversight it turned out to be a disaster for our students, teachers, and other people that work in those school systems. It could have been much better if they so desired. But yes, privatization of those central services led to the problems that we have and should probably never have happened.
Ken:
As we are talking this morning the second of Chicago’s charter school clusters is now on strike. Teachers are striking. I find this endlessly fascinating because it really just opens so many conversations about charters and what they were intended to be and what they are becoming and everything else. What’s the future of charter schools and what would their future be under a Bob Fioretti administration?
Bob F:
Well I’m going to give you a lead-in. There are about four or five… I sat on zoning the last four years. There were about four or five charter schools going through zoning for approval. I would call up the CPS liaison to the City Council and say, “Are you aware that there is a charter school going through?” They would say to me, “Oh yeah, it’s not a problem. It’s part of our deal.” Okay. I find out that it’s all part of the deal to help the union as I look back. 

Charter schools do have a role. I’ve always said that, but the problem is we have right now this proliferation of charter schools have sapped the neighborhood schools and resources. I did create boundaries around charter schools and other aldermen called me up and said, “How can I have a boundary? What should I do?” They do have a role, but not right now and we need a moratorium until we work out our problems that we have.

Ken:
Did I just understand you to say that a part of the reason…
Bob F:
Yes you did.
Ken:
…that charters were introduced in the system was because it was a deal between the city and the CTU?
Bob F:
Yes it was.
Ken:
What was the deal?
Bob F:
I think they were going to make sure that they had more unionized teachers and they were planning it that way.
Ken:
But the CTU was vocally opposed to the introduction of charters.
Bob F:
They are now, or they were. 
Ken:
They were.
Bob F:
But look, these are all part and parcel that are going on strike, are part and parcel of CTU.
Ken:
I’ve recently been wondering what happens when the last of the charters are finally unionized and all the teachers are getting paid the same because one of the big drawing cards for charter schools was that the teachers weren’t paid as much.
Bob F:
So they say,  yes. And our teachers need good pay. I mean that’s first and foremost. In fact I was just on the phone earlier today with a woman at one of the schools, a charter school who has been – she’s been attacked a number of times in that school. The students don’t listen to anybody and they have a whole host of issues and she needed some assistance. You know you look at our teachers need good pay. They need good resources. They need libraries. They need wrap-around services for their students. We need to help all of our areas elevate all of our kids to make sure that they have the opportunity to go to college if they so desire or the opportunity to find a trade or a vocation to utilize when they are old enough and not being out in our community and being unemployed or being left off to the side.
00:42:12
Ken:
I want not just move on. Believe me, we could talk about this for the rest of the show with no trouble at all.


Bob F:
Right. Yes.
Ken:
It’s one of the critical issues that’s facing us, but let’s just talk briefly about O’Hare. Congratulations to the City of Chicago, O’Hare just being the busiest airport in the country again yesterday or something. Can you give some props to Mayor Emanuel for finishing Daley’s vision of having a parallel runway airport that allows for more operations every day and all that? Is this a success? 
Bob F:
No, I don’t think it is and I don’t think just because we jump up in numbers solves the problems that we have around the airports – pollutions, noise, the issues that are affecting the residents up there. You know changing the runways are one thing but you know we have a lot of airports around the city. I think it’s a patronage dumping ground still, O’Hare is and partially midway. The best thing that happened may have been the new vendor contracts that were out there that was taken away from one of the candidate’s families is a matter of fact.
Ken:
One of the mayoral candidate’s.
Bob F:
A mayoral candidate, yes. We have Rockford. We have Lansing. We have the Gary Chicago International Airport that should be utilized. You know Peotone is now coming closer to the final portion of land acquisition and if that happens…
Ken:
It is?
Bob F:
Yeah.
Ken:
They are still acquiring land?
Bob F:
Oh yes. Under Quinn they took a huge portion of land. I think we’re just 10% less now of the final footprint that’s necessary for that airport. 
Ken:
Do you think Peotone is going to get built?
Bob F:
Uh, you know the state then owns a lot of land. They better figure out what they’re going to do, and who knows under this governor because he’s going to be listening to the mayor and maybe the speaker as to whether or not they will acquire the final 10%.
Ken:
So would Mayor Fioretti be in favor of a Peotone airport?
Bob F:
You know I’m going to have to sit down on all the airports because I think we need a better way to utilize from Rockford to Gary and the airports in between for cargo reasons, for other reasons. You know it’s one thing to say oh yeah, we finished all this off. You know maybe we should be using Rockford for cargo or even we can’t find a user at Gary International. We’re spending $5-million a year over there, our taxpayer money for that compact that was signed in the 1990s, so what are we doing?
00:45:07

Ken:
I just read an article about, I’m sorry I’m forgetting it now it’s not something I prepared for, but Elwood isn’t it, Elwood, Illinois that is a town that essentially got purchased by the logistics companies that came in and basically had built the largest intermodal operation anywhere in the country right there. It’s 40 miles south of Chicago. It’s on the major interstates and it’s a huge intermodal thing. It’s on three or four railroads. Maybe they know something about Peotone that I didn’t know about, because Peotone would be real convenient for them.
Bob F:
Yes. Exactly.
Ken:
[Chuckles] We can’t keep doing this. You of course are in favor of building the hyper loop from Downtown to O’Hare. I know you are very much in favor of that.
Bob F:
I am?
Ken:
Giving some money to Elan Musk.
Bob F:
I am?
Ken:
I just assumed it.
Bob F:
No. I’m not ready to give him any money and I will tell you the ongoing saga of a high speed whatever to get there just gets to be more and more laughable. If he’s going to spend all of his money and all of his time and reimburse the city for all their time that we put into it and permits and things go ahead and have it, but I don’t see it coming.
Ken:
So you’re just not in favor of modernization and rethinking technology?
Bob F:
Is that what it is?
Ken:
That’s what I heard yet.
Bob F:
No. [Chuckles] That’s what we heard, right.
Ken:
In the real world back down here on earth what about the extension to 130th Street of the Red Line?
Bob F:
Well you know I’ve always been in favor of the Red Line extension. I thought it would promote economic opportunities straight down as we go and we should go all the way up to Indiana. You know I foresee the exodus that’s occurring here is going to occur a lot faster when the South Shore which is only one line from here to South Bend, when they create a dual track system and I see that happening. You look at the exodus and of course you have three Democratic mayors, Gary Hammond and Michigan City working with a Republican governor and all the counties have approved it, legislature has approved it. I think when this Trump administration does an infrastructure a lot of that money will create this system here. 
Ken:
That’s interesting. I wasn’t aware that that cooperation was going on.
Bob F:
Oh yeah.
Ken:
I thought the double tracking thing was kind of a dead issue.

Bob F:
No, they are working on it daily, daily. I’ve been on it. I’ve talked to the mayors and the economic development teams from all [00:47:59] those cities.

Ken:
So you will be able to work in the loop and live in Michigan City.
Bob F:
It’s happening now. You know I walked through the federal building a couple of months ago and one of the U.S. Marshals said, “I used to say at 5:05 everybody in this building walks over to Van Buren and they take the train into Indiana, so it’s happening.
00:48:24
Ken:
Let’s spend our last couple of minutes talking somehow or other if we can about police violence, not police violence, police, violence, and police relationships in the City of Chicago. Mayor Fioretti has hot to deal with that on the first day too. Will you sign the consent decree? 


Bob F:
The consent decree is here whether we want it or not. I’ve always said if we would have had a professional running the police department these problems would never have happened. I’ve read all 225 pages of the consent decree a couple of times going through it. A lot of it was common sense, budgeting priorities and true leadership. We haven’t had a good leader in the police department for years, and so how do you bring back everybody? I mean police officers and citizen contact a day number [five to] the 10,000 interactions a day. Our police officers need help. They need backing. Now we are now in our sixth and maybe a seventh suicide since June. Four officers have been killed in less than a year. Commander Bower was killed at the end of this month. The stress is unbelievable on them. They see the worst and the best sometimes of what’s happening. We had 3,000 shootings last year. You arrive on the scene and you’re seeing somebody that’s dying before you. They try to do what they can and I’ve always contended proper training, proper hiring, training, supervision and discipline. And it’s the last two, the supervision and discipline which has been lacking. 

There was an article in the Tribune the other day about the one individual who allegedly shot his friend in the back of his head. It was on the code of silence, a $44-million judgement that’s under appeal. Well if you really look at it he demonstrated the problems that we have. Some with drinking, some with credits and problems with several lawsuits against him. The same with Van Dyke. He exhibited those conditions. You know what? The supervisors should have called them in and said, “Hey, you were sued here, here, here. What’s going on? What are you doing?” 

Ken:
All right, so help me understand this. Can the mayor actually begin the process or effectuate the process of reforming the way the Chicago Police Department is run? Does the mayor have that power?
Bob F:
It should have been done a long time ago.
Ken:
Does the mayor have that power?
Bob F:
Yes. Yes he does or she does. They have the authority to do that.
Ken:
How?
Bob F:
And again, it’s how you train, how you supervise. I’m going to make sure we have a professional running the department and saying, “You’re in charge.” And the mayor shouldn’t be on top of the professional all day long. He or she who runs the department should run it with the acumen of knowing what to do and staying ahead of the problem.
Ken:
Let me see if I understand. First of all do you believe that there is a so-called cold of silence in the police department? 
Bob F:
As opposed to the leadership of the county? As opposed to lawyers, doctors.
Ken:
The City Council.
Bob F:
Especially the City Council. There’s a code of silence on everything, you know. Where is this code of silence? What is the code of silence and how does it exist and is it a practice, a custom?
Ken:
All right then let me ask it a different way. On the assumption that codes of silence exist everywhere and I think I’m with you on that, every professional group has its own doctors, I mean they all do, right. It’s different those when we’re talking about police because they have the ability to administer swift justice right there on the street. How do you begin to…what am I trying to say?
Bob F:
Unravel it?
Ken:
Well how do you begin to stitch together some kind of relationship with the people who are being policed? The people who are being policed are not happy with their police department. I think you will agree with that.
Bob F:
Well I think some of them are. You can talk to the seniors. You can talk to the people in the community that have had long-term effects. But the community has a code of silence. They refuse it… They’ve now had somebody witness a murder and, “Oh yeah, I’m going to be there. I’ll be there.” And then when they get to the trial we know what happens. This is again where I started, we have maybe five to 10,000 interactions a day with police. They need to come out there. Everybody needs to band together on this. And again, it’s supervision. It’s how we train and then we’ve got to look at the history of an individual who has…or why did they get sued in the first place? What was the underpinnings of that? And when we have a department that is being wracked with suicides right now what is the pause of that? And again, I don’t think it’s good on either end. We need somebody with good leadership who can bring people together. It’s a time for healing in our communities. It’s a time to move our city forward and I don’t see any of these other candidates talking about that.
00:54:30
Ken:
I’ll throw one thing out which I think does connect to a lot of these other things and that’s this rampant use of overtime.
Bob F:
You hit it right on the head. I have been against the use of overtime. Why? Because it wears out the body. How can you make such good decisions if you are now working a big number in terms of overtime? 
Ken:
I wouldn’t want to be operated on by a surgeon who was coming off a double shift.
Bob F:
Right. No.
Ken:
And I don’t think I would want to be facing a cop who was on his 15th hour either.
Bob F:
Right. I agree with you and we have to cut down on that.
Ken:
How would you do that? Apparently that saves money, right?
Bob F:
Well it’s an issue of management. It’s one thing to be out in the streets all that time. Hiring more police officers cuts down on that problem. 
Ken:
I have this weird sort of rubbery question I always like to ask at the end of these conversations, which is imagining this sort of I don’t know, just kind of mythical young couple who just got married and are maybe about to start raising a family and they are looking at moving to Chicago and they are very ambivalent about it. They see high violence and they see high costs for everything and they think maybe I would be better off in the suburbs or in a medium-size city. How would you sell them on coming here?
Bob F:
Well first of all I think we can talk about what’s great about this city. We do have great universities. A lot of them are all located Downtown. We do have great cultural events. We do have great sports teams. We do have the educational opportunities and under me they will have wherever they live and which area they live they will have those opportunities. I think this is the best city. You know how they have the t-shirts London, Rome, New York? I’ve always wanted Chicago on that t-shirt. And yes, I think with the right kind of leadership and right kind of values, and people talk about oh yeah this is the city value, whatever, city values are we are a tough city. We’ve come out of nowhere and we’ve created opportunities for so many people, and I think under my leadership we can bring people back, heal the division and let’s stop talking black and brown versus white like two or three of these candidates are and talk about how we are in it together and we will solve the problem.
Ken:
You were born here?
Bob F:
Yes, Roseland Hospital, born and raised.
Ken:
All right. Well there you are. I really appreciate you giving me a lot of your time today because I know time especially as we are getting so close every minute is valuable and I appreciate you being here.
Bob F:
I appreciate it too. Thank you.
Ken:
Bob Fioretti is running for mayor of the City of Chicago. Of course obviously you can go vote today because early voting is open now, right? Yes it is. I’m in that camp of people saying please don’t vote early. Just hold on for a couple of weeks because there are going to be lots of changes and we will be watching those to see what happens. 
00:57:57
End
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